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Recent changes to the hours at Fort Rucker’s convenience 
gates means weekend access through the Faulkner Gate and 
reduced hours at Newton Gates on weekdays that minimize 
the impact on employees.

The changes were initiated by Maj. Gen. Michael D. 
Lundy, U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence and Fort 
Rucker commanding general, and Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort 
Rucker garrison commander, to provide easier access to the 
post facilities and events on weekends while still supporting 
the operational mission, said Marcus McDougald, deputy di-
rector of the Fort Rucker Directorate of Public Safety.

Faulkner Gate is open Saturdays and Sundays from 6 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and is still open from 4:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Mon-
days-Fridays. Newton Gate’s operating hours are 4:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Mondays-Fridays. Newton used to be open until 
8:30 p.m.

He said there shouldn’t be too much impact in the reduc-
tion	of	hours,	as	oficials	considered	the	operational	conse-
quences	at	both	gates.	After	trafic	surveys	and	analysis,	the	
hours chosen to be reduced at Newton were considered to 
have the least negative effect on people.

“A lot of thought, coordination and research went into this 
decision,” McDougald said. “The CG wanted us to focus (on 
the largest employee groups who use the gates) and still do 
something to help make things better both operationally to 
train better and help (ease access for people) to use facilities 
and attend events on weekends.”

CONVENIENCE GATE HOURS

Faulkner Gate
Mondays-Fridays, 4:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.•	
Saturdays and Sundays, 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.•	

Newton Gate
Mondays-Fridays, 4:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.•	

Newton, Faulkner
gate hours change
By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

A cross-section of Fort Rucker’s 
Army family recently gathered to 
welcome home one of its own after 
a yearlong deployment overseas.

Staff Sgt. Christopher Thomas 
returned home Friday and was 
welcomed by thunderous applause 
from his 906th Military Working 
Dog Detachment family.

Thomas, who spent his third 
tour supporting force protection 
and anti-terrorism operations for a 
base in Qatar, was humbled by the 
homecoming event.

“It feels great to be back here 
with my wife, my son and my 
Army family,” he said. “It is good 
to be home.”

It	 was	 the	 irst	 time	 Thomas	
dropped leash and deployed as op-
erations support, according to Sgt. 
1st Class William Webster, 906th 
MWD kennel master.

“Once you move into operations 

and begin training for kennel mas-
ter, you drop leash,” Webster said. 
“You have to sit back and watch 
everyone else train the dogs.

“As a K-9 handler, you provide 
the force protection,” he added. 
“You are at the gate. You are doing 
perimeter security checks. You are 
doing VIP sweeps. You handle the 
explosives sweeps, if there is an 
explosives threat on post. As op-
erations, you handle the planning 
of these things.”

Thomas returns to his position 
alongside Webster to help handle 
operations and kennel master re-
sponsibilities for the post. How-
ever, the goal is to train Thomas 
to one day assume the role of post 
kennel master. 

His experience speaks for itself, 
Webster said.

“He is one of the subject matter 
experts on K-9 training,” the ken-
nel master said.  “He has six years 
of work experience working with 
a K-9. He has, at least, four years 

experience training K-9s.”
Capt. Christopher Supinger, 

906th MWD detachment com-
mander and 6th Military Police 
Detachment, opened the formal 
welcome with a show of gratitude 
for Thomas’s efforts abroad.

“I just wanted to extend my 
greatest gratitude and deepest 
thanks for doing what you’ve 
done – for going over there to 
support the operation for another 
12 months,” Capt. Supinger said. 
“Your contributions are immea-
surable.

“Thank	you	for	illing	the	oper-
ations NCO position downrange,” 
he added. “We’re glad to have 
you back as operations NCO here. 
Welcome back, Staff Sergeant 
Thomas.

A few new faces greeted 
Thomas during his homecom-
ing, including Lt. Col. Floren-
tino Santana, director of the Fort 

WELCOME HOME
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Staff Sgt. Christopher Thomas and his wife, Shandra, walk through a line of friends and co-workers during a homecoming hosted 
by the 906th Military Work Dog Detachment Friday.

By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

K-9 handler returns to accolades

The world is in a constant state 
of change and advancements in 
technology are made every day, 
and the Army is making sure it 
doesn’t fall behind the times when 
it comes to its airframes.

Army Aviation is transitioning 
from the CH-47 D-model Chi-
nook to the new F-model, and Fort 
Rucker graduated its last D-model 
class, whose members hosted a 
family day Jan. 14 to show fam-
ily members what they’ve learned 
throughout the course as they pre-
pared to graduate Jan. 16 and get 
their wings as Chinook pilots.

Though hopes were high and 

excitement was felt throughout the 
class, one abundant feeling was 
that of relief, said one class mem-
ber.

“It’s nice to be done with (the 
course) and get back to regular 
life at this point and to know that 
I	made	 it	 through	 the	 irst	 time,”	
said 1st Lt. Stephen Meinholz, D 
Company, 1st Battalion, 11th Avi-
ation Regiment.

“It feels good to be done with 
training,	 inally,”	 added	 fellow	
classmate 2nd Lt. Freddy Wojt-
kowski, 1st Bn., 151st Avn. Regt., 
South Carolina National Guard. “It 
was a long road, but it was invalu-
able training. The way that they do 
things here is really done well.”

The feelings of relief and happi-

ness were also, in part, due to the 
fact that the class was the last of its 
kind, said Wojtkowski.

“Being part of the last class was 
kind	of	a	surprise	at	irst	because	
we had no idea. But we heard 
talks that we might be the last D-
model class,” he said. “It was ce-
mented right when we started that 
we would be the last one to come 
through, which, in my opinion, re-
ally enforces the fact that the Army 
is really moving forward with the 
new Fox-model technology.

“We have a really good founda-
tion now on the D-model, which 
is a little more technical when it 
comes	 to	 lying,	 and	 it	 was	 nice	

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

LAST OF ITS KIND
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CH-47 D and F models on the flight line at Knox Army Heliport.

SEE CLASS, PAGE A5

Waiting in line can be a 
cumbersome and sometimes 
annoying part of the day, 
and that’s why Fort Rucker 
is making it a little bit easier 
and a lot more convenient for 
people	to	get	their	identiica-
tion cards with just a little ef-
fort required on their parts.

Starting Feb. 9, on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 7:45 a.m. to 3:45 
p.m., the ID card service, 
located in Bldg. 5700, will 
be available to people by ap-
pointment only to better serve 
the community and alleviate 
some of the long waits that 
people experience when get-
ting their ID cards, said Luis 
F. Ortega, military personnel 
division chief.

The facility, which cur-
rently only facilitates walk-
ins, would often become 
congested with long lines of 
people waiting for ID cards to 
be issued or renewed, and due 
to people’s individual needs 
and situations, it was often 
dificult	 to	 predict	 how	 long	
people might have to wait, 
said Ortega.

“We can’t predict the 
amount of walk-in customers 
that we’ll have on any given 
day,” he said. “Depending on 
the time of day that people ar-
rive as a walk-in customer and 
the amount of customers al-
ready waiting will determine 
how long a person’s wait time 
will be.  There may be times 
when we have to stop accept-
ing customers prior to closing 
time due to the high volume 
of walk-in customers already 
waiting for a card.

“We ask that (people) avoid 
coming in as a walk-in cus-

tomer (when possible) and 
utilize the new appointment 
system — this will save them 
some time,” said Ortega. 
“(People) can make an ap-
pointment to renew their CAC 
or ID card up to 90 days prior 
to the expiration date. The ap-
pointment system allows you 
to make an appointment up to 
120 days out.”

If necessary, people will 
still be able to get their ID 
cards as a walk-in customer 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 7:45 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Ortega said that issuing a 
card can take anywhere from 
10 minutes to over an hour, 
depending on the situation. 
The ID card facility issues 
an average of 1,500 cards a 
month, so he recommends 
that people take full advantage 
of the appointment system.

To make an appointment, 
people can visit https://rapids-
appointments.dmdc.osd.
mil/appointment/building.
aspx?BuildingId=876.

When visiting the website, 
people can choose their desired 
appointment date by looking at 
the calendar that is available on 
the site. Days shown in green 
mean there are appointments 
available for the day, and days 
shown in grey mean there are 
no appointments available for 
the day.

People need only to select 
their desired appointment day, 
the time they wish for their 
appointment,	and	then	ill	out	
the necessary information on 
the screen. After their infor-
mation has been submitted, a 
conirmation	email	should	be	
sent to the address provided to 
conirm	the	appointment,	said	
Ortega.

For more information, call 
255-2182. 

ID card service moves 
to appointments

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

USAACE graduates final CH-47D class

SEE HOME, PAGE A5



The social networking site facebook.com 
is a great tool to use when you are job search-
ing. It has the potential to link you with hun-
dreds of people – some of whom may be em-
ployers – all across the world. 

However, it can be a two-edged sword. 
When you open a Facebook page you can 

post all kinds of information on it. Others, 
who become your friends or fans, can read 
your	information	when	they	ind	your	Face-
book page, such as your resume, interests, 
hobbies, etc. 

If	 you	 ask	 for	 their	 help	 in	 inding	 job	
leads, some will be obliged to assist you. This 
can lead you to numerous job leads that you 
didn’t know about. Also, since every person 
also knows about 250 people, their circle of 
friends or fans can get involved in your cause. 
With all this additional help, your job search 

could go much faster and smoother.
On the other hand, a Facebook page has 

to be professional at all times if you are go-
ing to use it for your job search. Even if you 
don’t intend to use it, some employers will do 
a search on your name to see what they can 
ind	on	the	Internet	pertaining	to	you.	

If it is positive, it may be helpful; however, 
if it is negative, it will not help at all, and may 
even hurt your chances of getting and keep-
ing the job you want. This applies to all kinds 
of social networking sites that contain any 
information about you. 

Try doing a Google search on your name 
and see how much information comes up. Is 
there anything there that you wouldn’t want 
your potential employer or current employer 
to	know	about?	If	so,	take	it	ofline	before	it	
is found. 

For more information on the latest applica-
tions of job search techniques, contact your 
Soldier for Life Center at 255-2558. 
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Statement of Publication authorization

The Army Flier is an autho-
rized publication for members 
of the Department of Defense. 
Contents of the Army Flier are 
not necessarily the official views 
of, or endorsed by, the U.S. 
government, or the Department 
of the Army. 

The editorial content of this 
publication is the responsibility 
of the Fort Rucker Public Affairs 
Office. 

Ten thousand copies are 
published weekly by The Dothan 
Eagle, a private company in no 
way connected with the U.S. 
government under exclusive 
contract with the Department of 
the Army. 

The appearance of advertis-
ing in this publication, including 
inserts or supplements, does not 
constitute endorsement by the 
U.S. Army or The Dothan Eagle.

Business matters

For business, advertisements, 
subscriptions or to report print-
ing errors, contact The Dothan 
Eagle, 227 N. Oates St., Dothan, 
AL 36303 or call (334) 792-3141. 

The Dothan Eagle is responsible 
for all printing matters and com-
mercial advertising. 

Deadlines are Friday at 2 p.m. 
for the following week’s edition. 

All editorial content of the 
Army Flier is prepared, edited, 
provided and approved by the 
Public Affairs Office, U.S. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence 
and Fort Rucker, AL.

Equal Opportunity Statement

Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, 

national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, 
political affiliation or any 
other non-merit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. 

If a violation or rejection of 
this equal opportunity policy by 
an advertiser is confirmed, the 
publisher shall refuse to print 
advertising from that source until 
the violation is corrected.

Editorial contacts

Contribute news items or pho-
tographs by contacting the Army 
Flier, Public Affairs Office, U.S. 
Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence, Fort Rucker, AL 36362, or 
call (334) 255-2028 or 255-1239; 
calls to other PAO numbers are 
not normally transferable.

If you would like to contact the 
Army Flier by e-mail, please 
contact the editor at jhughes@
armyflier.com.

This month we’re spotlighting the 
January 1973 issue of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Digest. This issue features:

Pick up the bucket
First light. The guard will be here any 

moment to wake me up. Another bad 
dream last night. Every time I dream of 
home, Barbara, the kids, the house … I 
have a bad day.

Lady Luck vs. IFR competence
A	lack	of	experience	and	self-coni-

dence invites attempts to extend VFR 

light	when	visual	references	no	longer	
exist. The Aviators, if around, tell us, 
“As luck would have it, the hole closed 
up,” or “in this case, ‘Lady Luck’ pre-
vailed.”

That’s a No-No!
When a tiny tot reaches the age 

where he decides his mode of travel 
needs improvement, he advances from 
the crawling stage to the walking stage. 
During the transition, he learns to use 
the furniture to pull himself up and, by 
holding on, he discovers a whole new 

environment.

A better mousetrap
Have you ever wondered how the 

airlines keep enough planes available 
to meet their schedules? Do they have 
a lot of spare ships on hand, is their 
maintenance that good, or have they 
built a better mousetrap?

… and more. 
Download this issue of the U.S. 

Army Aviation Digest at http://bit.ly/
av8-jan73.

This month in Army Aviation history

By Bryan Tharpe
Fort Rucker Soldier for Life Center 

Social networking sites can help, hinder job search

Marcus Edgar, 
civilian

“Look up the route that 

you’re taking, know the 

weather conditions, and 

if it’s a long drive make 

sure to make plans to take 

breaks.” 

“Make sure to check your 

automobile – check tires and 

fluids.” 

“Make sure all the mainte-

nance on your car is up to 

date.”

“Make sure to know the 

route you’re taking and 

check for adverse weather 

conditions you might be 

driving into, especially for 

snowy and icy areas.”

Jeanne Hurley, 
military spouse

Ann Edwards, 
retired military

Pvt. Rick Vazquez, 
1st Battalion, 

11th Aviation Regiment.

Fort Rucker Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

hosts an Alabama Shakespeare Festival day 

trip Saturday from 11:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

What are some safety tips to keep in mind 

prior to taking a road trip?

“

”

“Make sure to get an ad-

equate amount of sleep 

before you take a road trip, 

and if you do get drowsy 

pull over.”

2nd Lt. Matthew Fox, 
1st Bn., 145th Avn. Regt.

Rotor 

Wash

2-edged sword

ARMY GRAPHIC
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The Fort Rucker community 
saluted the service of 11 retiring 
Soldiers whose service encom-
passed 242 years of service to 
the nation at the quarterly retire-
ment ceremony Friday at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Museum.

Col. Jayson A. Altieri, com-
mander of 110th Aviation Bri-
gade, spoke at the event, saying 
the retirees helped the nation en-
sure it did not become a victim of 
change, and instead compelled 
change to craft America’s future 
and pave the way forward.

“No matter the enemy or the 
obstacle, each of our retirees can 
stand tall as contributing mem-
bers of our great Army, he said. 
“The men and women who are 
about stand before you today 
have earned a special place in our 
society – they have set the stan-
dard for those of us who remain 
to follow and to build upon that 
success. 

“The Army that these retirees 
are leaving is vibrant and healthy,” 
Altieri added. “As a direct result 
of their contributions, the Army 
will continue to improve each 
day and will continue to do so be-
cause of the mentorship that these 
retirees have provided.” 

Lt. Col. H. David Brooks
Brooks,	 the	 executive	 oficer	

for	 Air	 Trafic	 Services	 Com-
mand, entered military service in 
1990 as a pneudraulics specialist 
and served 24 years. He served 
three tours in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation 
New Dawn. He said the high-
lights of his career was seeing 
the proud look on his wife’s face 
when	he	graduated	Oficer	Can-
didate School, and when his dad 
pinned his Army Aviation Wings 
on his chest. He and his wife, Ne-
reida, have two children and plan 
to reside in Enterprise.

Capt. Joie J. Bier
Bier, assistant deputy U.S. 

Army Aviation Center of Excel-
lence G4, entered military ser-
vice in 1993 and served 22 years. 
She served multiple combat tours 
in support of OIF and OEF. She 
said the highlight of her career 
was being selected to command 
a company in an attack battalion 
during an OEF deployment. She 
and her husband, Ervin, have 
two children and plan to reside in 
Laredo, Texas.

Capt. Keith A. Stampley Jr.
Stampley, chief of the Com-

bined Arms Division of the 1st 
Battalion, 145th Aviation Regi-
ment, entered service in 1994 

and served 21 years. He served 
a combat tour in support of OEF. 
He said there were many high-
lights in his career, but the most 
memorable was serving as an air 
trafic	 control	 facility	 chief	 and	
commanding C Battery, 4th Bn., 
3rd Artillery Regt. He and his 
wife, Cetoria, have four children 
and plan to reside in Dothan.

CW4 Tammy R. Rose
Rose, the chief of the Supply 

Surveillance Branch of the Avia-
tion Center Logistics Command, 
entered military service in 1986 
as a materiel storage handling 
specialist and served 28 years. 
She served multiple combat tours 
in support of Operations Desert 
Shield and Storm, and OIF. She 

said the highlights of her career 
were	 becoming	 the	 irst	 female	
member of the Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club and swearing in her 
children as they enlisted into ser-
vice. She and her husband, Jake 
Branch, have two children and 
six grandchildren and to plan to 
reside in Enterprise, unless they 
win the lottery and move to an 
undisclosed island location.

CW4 Wayne Grimes
Grimes, Aviation combat fo-

rensics	 oficer,	 entered	 military	
service in 1994 as a cavalry scout 
and served 21 years. He served 
multiple combat tours in support 
of OIF. He said the highlight of 
his	 career	was	lying	 as	 a	 front-
line scout pilot supporting troops 

on the ground in combat. He and 
his wife, Shane, have two chil-
dren and plan to reside in Hunts-
ville.

CW3 Brandon S. Gillette
Gillette, subject matter expert 

for the AH-64D and joint op-
erations for the Directorate of 
Training and Doctrine Gunnery 
Branch, entered military service 
in 1994 as a heavy-wheeled ve-
hicle mechanic and served 21 
years. He served multiple combat 
tours in support of OIF and OEF. 
He said the highlight of his career 
was serving as company stan-
dardization pilot while deployed 
in support of OEF in 2012-13. 
He and his wife, Misty, have two 
children and plan to reside in 

Niceville, Florida.

CW3 Michael W. Fusilier
Fusilier, UH-60 instructor pi-

lot course section leader, 1st Bn., 
212th Avn. Regt., entered military 
service in 1995 as an Aviation op-
erations specialist and served 20 
years. He served multiple combat 
tours in support of OIF and OEF. 
He said the highlight of his career 
was surviving his last deployment 
in Afghanistan supporting the war 
on terror in Regional Command-
East. He and his wife, Stacy, have 
one child and plan to reside in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana.

First Sgt. Guy W. Skipper
Skipper,	 irst	 sergeant	 for	 the	

1st Bn., 223rd Avn. Regt., en-
tered military service in 1992 and 
served 22 years. He served mul-
tiple combat tours in support of 
OIF and OEF. He said the high-
light of his career was serving as 
a	company	irst	sergeant.	He	and	
his wife, Nicole, have three chil-
dren and plan to reside in Fork 
Shoals, South Carolina.

Sgt. 1st Class Robert E. Fox II
Fox, brigade S2 NCO in charge 

for the 1st Avn. Bde., entered mili-
tary	service	in	1993	as	a	light	op-
erations specialist in the Marines 
and served 22 years. He served 
multiple combat tours in support 
of OEF, OIF and Operation Joint 
Guardian. He said the highlight of 
his career was receiving a Bronze 
Star as the operations NCOIC 
while in a combat Aviation Bri-
gade in Afghanistan. He plans to 
reside in Houston, Texas.

Sgt. 1st Class James A. Wof-
ford Jr.

Wofford, senior human re-
sources sergeant for 1st Bn., 
145th Avn. Regt., entered mili-
tary service in 1994 as a combat 
engineer and served 21 years. He 
supported operations in Haiti, 
Iraq and Afghanistan as a combat 
engineer. He said the highlight of 
his career was serving success-
fully as a drill sergeant for 24 
months in a basic combat train-
ing company. He and his wife, 
Torlina, have one child and plan 
to reside in the local area.

Sgt. 1st Class Rose L. McGhee
McGhee, capability developer 

the Concepts and Requirements 
Directorate, entered military 
service in 1995 as an automated 
logistics specialist and served 20 
years. She deployed in support of 
OIF and OEF. She said the high-
light of her career was gaining 
a whole new military family, as 
well as getting to see the world, 
just as her recruiter had promised. 
She has two children and plans to 
reside in the local area.

Post honors 11 retirees
By Jim Hughes
Command Information Officer

News Briefs
Heritage month events

Fort Rucker’s African-American Black 
History Month celebration will kick off 
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at 
the post exchange food court. The event 
will feature food sampling, prizes and 
entertainment.

Other events are scheduled throughout 
February.

Feb. 6 –•  Book reading at the Center 
Library, and arts and crafts for chil-
dren ages infant to 6 from 10:15-11 
a.m.
Feb. 12 – • Lunch at the dining facility 
open to Soldiers and Army civilians 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Feb. 19 – • Educational	ield	research	
trip to the George W. Carver Interpre-
tive Center in Dothan from 9:45 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
Feb. 25 – • Luncheon with Dothan 
Mayor Mike Schmitz as guest 
speaker. 

For more information, call 255-2951.

Marketing Yourself for a Second 
Career

The	 Military	 Oficers	 Association	 of	
America will host a free presentation 
entitled “Marketing Yourself for a Sec-
ond Career” Feb. 18 from 9-11:30 a.m. 
in Bldg. 4502, Rm. 210.  All ranks are 
invited, though the presentation is geared 
towards	 oficers	 and	 senior	 NCOs.		
Spouses are highly encouraged to attend 
by	Soldier	for	Life	Center	oficials.

MOAA provides this presentation to 
teach the latest trends in transition to 

include networking, resume writing, 
LinkedIn	proile	development,	job	inter-
view techniques and salary negotiations.   

The presentation will be given by re-
tired Col. John D. Sims, deputy director 
at the MOAA Transition Center.  

People need to RSVP to attend by call-
ing 255-2540.

Ofice moves
Fort Rucker’s security division and 

G-4 will move within Bldg. 5700 in the 
near future. The following are the move 
dates, dates of closures and phone num-
bers	for	the	ofices	involved.

Security division –•  Moves from Rm. 
275 to Rm. 260 Monday. The divi-
sion will have limited operations for 
emergencies only Friday and will be 
closed Monday. The phone number 
remains 255-2854.
G-4 –•  Moves from Rm. 220 to Rm. 
275 Feb. 11. It will be closed Feb. 
11. The phone number remains 255-
3160.

Retiree council meetings
The Fort Rucker Installation Retiree 

Council	meets	the	irst	Thursday	of	each	
month in The Landing at 11:30 a.m. The 
meeting is an open forum and all retirees 
are invited to attend.

Thrift shop
The Fort Rucker Thrift Shop is open 

Wednesdays-Fridays from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The thrift shop needs people’s un-
wanted items. People can drop off dona-

tions at any time in the shed behind the 
shop (former Armed Forces Bank build-
ing) located in front of the theater next 
door to the bowling alley. Donations are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, call 255-9595.

ID card section
Those who need a military or military 

dependent ID card may make an appoint-
ment by calling 255-2437 or 255-2182. 
Walk-ins	are	served	on	a	irst-come,	irst-
served basis. People may experience de-
lays in service from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous meets Thurs-

days at 7 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Cen-
ter, Bldg. 8939, Rm. 38. AA is described 
by	chapel	oficials	as	a	fellowship	of	men	
and women who share their experience, 
strength and hope with each other so that 
they may solve their common problem 
and help others to recover from the use of 
alcohol. The program is focused on spiri-
tuality and religion, having an impact on 
changing a person’s life. 

For more information, contact the reli-
gious	support	ofice	at	255-2989.		

Huey restoration
The U.S. Army Aviation Museum is 

planning to restore the only remaining 
prototype Huey. The aircraft was called 
the XH-40, tail No. 54459. Museum of-
icials	describe	the	aircraft	as	the	grand-
father of the UH-1 series helicopters, and 
added that it represents the leap from 

reciprocating engines to the turbine tech-
nology that changed the world of rotary 
wing Aviation and the Army. The heli-
copter is currently missing a number of 
parts, including all instrumentation and 
console equipment. 

People who have these components and 
would like to donate them to the museum 
or know where like items may be found 
can contact Robert Mitchell, curator, at 
255-1060 or Robert.d.mitchell3.civ@
mail.mil; or Steve Maxham, director, at 
255-1078 or robert.s.maxham.civ@mail.
mil. Any other information in the form of 
photographs, tech manuals, etc. would be 
helpful,	oficials	said.

Fire extinguisher servicing
The Fort Rucker Fire Department is 

unable	 to	 provide	 people	 portable	 ire	
extinguisher service, but it is still able 
to conduct annual inspections and tag 
replacements. For six-year maintenance, 
recharges and hydrostatic testing, there 
are local businesses that can assist peo-
ple. 

For more information, call 255-3316.

Volunteers needed
Lyster Army Health Clinic is looking 

for volunteers to drive patients to and 
from the parking lot in its golf cart. The 
golf cart was donated in 2011 by the may-
or of Dothan after a retiree noticed that 
patients often needed assistance when 
walking to and from the clinic parking 
lot. Those interested in volunteering can 
call Capt. Brian Turner at 255-7245. 

PHOTOS BY JIM HUGHES

Friday’s retirees included: Sgt. 1st Class Robert E. Fox II, CW4 Tammy R. Rose, Capt. Keith A. Stampley Jr., CW3 Brandon S. 
Gillette and Sgt. 1st Class James A. Wofford Jr.

Friday’s retirees included: CW3 Michael W. Fusilier, CW4 Wayne Grimes, Lt. Col. H. David Brooks, Sgt. 1st Class Rose L. 
McGhee and 1st Sgt. Guy W. Skipper.



One of the most important 
aspects of training a Soldier 
can go through is the Sur-
vival, Evasion, Resistance 
and Escape training, but 
surviving through captiv-
ity is just half the battle, 
and Fort Rucker and U.S. 
Army South want to make 
sure that Soldiers are taken 
care of throughout the entire 
process.

Not all SERE students 
get the opportunity to expe-
rience the SERE reintegra-
tion process, which includes 
family members, but for six 
Soldiers the training they 
experienced recently was 
invaluable.

“The process itself is a 
three-phase process that is 
used to take an individual 
who falls under the category 
of qualifying personnel from 
captivity and returns them to 
a normal healthy life,” said 
Capt. Justin Moore, SERE 
school	executive	oficer,	1st	
Battalion, 145th Aviation 

Regiment.
“In the event they have 

a family situation, it facili-
tates that family, as well.”

The primary purpose of 
the training is to prepare 
the reintegration teams, 
and Moore said that very 
often after the training, the 
teams are sent on real-world 
missions. This training pro-
vides the reintegration team 
one of the best means of 
rehearsal in the real world 
because they’re actually 
dealing with real family cir-
cumstances, they’re talking 
to real captives from a train-
ing environment perspec-
tive.

“The	 beneit	 to	 the	 ser-
vice member and the fam-
ily is that they have a much 
better understanding of the 
process,” he said. “The stu-
dents go into the Army with 
a better understanding of 
the program and their fam-
ily members have a better 
understanding of just how 
far the United States will go 
to ensure that anyone that 
we send into harm’s way is 

taken care of from begin-
ning to end.”

Spouses and family 
members were apart from 
their Soldiers for 21 days, 
which allowed the reinte-
gration teams a chance at 
real-world training through 
the process.

The intent of the program 
is to get students who have a 
standard family situation – a 
wife and child – in order to 
allow the family assistance 
teams from the reintegration 
process to practice working 
with those families, educat-
ing them on the process, 
working them through what 
would	be	the	irst	phone	call	
and meeting, so that they 
understand, said Moore.

Through this process, the 
family assistance teams ac-
tually get practice on work-
ing with how they would 
de-conlict	 the	 situation,	
he added. The training also 
teaches students and family 
members how to deal with 
the effects of that long-term 
captivity, as well as how to 
deal with the media.

“It really focuses on both 
the person returning from 
captivity and the family, as 
well, and it’s important to 
note that from the moment 
of captivity, qualifying 
members are given the op-
portunity to have their fami-
lies begin the reintegration 
process,” said the executive 
oficer.	 “A	 family	 assis-
tance team meets with them 
and starts to explain the 
protocols in place to sup-
port them until their family 
members come home, when 
they come home and after 
they return home.”

From the family side, 
family members learn the 
aspects of how to cope with 
the fact that their Soldier 
has gone through this long 
captivity, but Moore said 
that the return to normalcy 
doesn’t happen overnight, 
and that’s where the reinte-
gration team comes in.

“They teach them what 
to look for, what is normal, 
and if they need support 
that they can get it, as well 
as what type of support they 
can encounter,” he said.

Although the training is 
a voluntary program, W01 
Kerry Julian, B Co., 1st Bn., 
145th Avn. Regt.,

said all Soldiers should 
go through the process.

“I just wanted the expe-
rience of it and I feel like 
if you volunteered for this 
you get a lot more in-depth 
knowledge of what happens 
after captivity, and you real-
ly realize how many people 
are out there to help some-
one,” he said. “It really puts 

your mind at ease to know 
that if you’re ever actually 
in that situation that you 
know that things are being 
taken care of at home, so it’s 
one less stressor you have to 
worry about.

“I’ve deployed once to 
Afghanistan for a year and I 
wish I would have had all of 
this knowledge before I went 
because you never know 
what’s going to happen,” 
Julian continued. “Know-
ing what I know now, if it 
ever happens to me, I just 
know that everything is be-
ing taken care of at home. 
It’s the greatest training in 
the Army, but I hope I never 
have to use it.”

If you ask what kind of people 
buildings are named after, the 
chaplain for Army Aviation’s 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
community will say it’s the kind 
of people who change the face of 
America.

Chaplain (Maj.) Peter Uhde’s 
opening remarks set the tone for 
the 2nd Battalion, 13th Aviation 
Regiment’s building dedication 
ceremony on Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona, Jan. 20 to honor a 
fallen	 UAS	 warrant	 oficer,	 by	
emphasizing high standards.

 “We name this building so that 
young, impressionable individuals 
who pass through this doorway 
will stop and see that plaque and 
know what’s expected of them,” 
Uhde said.

For future generations of 
unmanned aeroscouts, that standard 
is CW2 Edward Balli.

“CW2 Edward Balli was the 
irst	 UAS	 warrant	 oficer	 killed	
in action. His will be an enduring 
example of personal courage, 
selless	 sacriice	 and	 duty	 for	 all	
our Soldiers present and future,” 
said CW5 Randy Godfrey, chief 
warrant	 oficer	 of	 the	 Aviation	
Branch. 

Godfrey, along with Russell Hall, 
deputy to the commanding general 
for the U.S. Army Aviation Center 
of Excellence, and Sgt. Maj. Jesus 
Ruiz, USAACE sergeant major for 
training, attended the ceremony. 

The event, which marked the one-
year anniversary of Balli’s death, 
included the unveiling of the Balli 
Hall name and commemorative 
plaque at the UAS training facility.

Balli, 42, of Kapolei, Hawaii, 
was killed in action Jan. 20, 2014, 
in Afghanistan while serving as 
a	 UAS	 warrant	 oficer	 platoon	
leader with Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop, 2nd Cavalry 
Regiment in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom.

On that night, Forward Operating 
Base	 Pasab	 was	 iniltrated	 and	
insurgents	 began	 iring	 rocket-
propelled grenades and small arms 

ire	on	 the	UAS	light	 line.	Balli,	
who was asleep about 100 meters 
away, immediately responded to 
the complex attack, to defend his 
fellow Soldiers and help destroy 
the enemy. He was killed by enemy 
small	 arms	 ire.	 For	 his	 actions,	
Balli was posthumously awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal for Valor.

Staff Sgt. Tyrone Jones was 
injured as he fought alongside 
“Chief” Balli that night.

“If I needed anything, I always 
had someone I could go to,” Jones 
said. “What Chief wanted in his 
NCOs was someone that knew 
how to get work done. What was 
most important above all else was 
training. Training everyone to take 
over the next guy’s job,” Jones 
said.

Lt. Col. Kenneth “K.C.” 
Bradford, assistant chief of staff, 
G4 for 4th Infantry Division who 
was Balli’s squadron commander 
at the time of the attack, described 
Balli as a courageous leader and a 

man of integrity who cared deeply 
for his Soldiers, understood the 
importance of his mission and 
adhered to the warrior ethos.

 “He was able to take a team, 
in this case in Afghanistan, and 
conduct more UAS operations 
than any other UAS platoon inside 
the theater at that point in time,” 
Bradford said.

Balli, who enlisted in 1998, 
served 11 years as an NCO, and 
was commissioned as a warrant 
oficer	in	2009.	He	spent	four	of	his	
15 years of Army service deployed 
to	 Iraq	 and	 Afghanistan	 lying	
UAS for the Army in support of 
the Global War on Terror. 

Balli served as a Shadow UAS 
operator	and	UAS	warrant	oficer.	

“Sharing Edward’s story is 
imperative. It reminds us that all 
service members share risks. We 
are	Soldiers	irst.	Each	of	us	may	
be called to defeat the enemy in the 
face	of	ire	just	as	the	UAS	platoon	
of 2nd Cavalry Regiment did on 

January of 2014,” Bradford said.
Balli family spokesperson, 

Michael Donios, who is Balli’s 
stepson, said the family was 
grateful for the tribute.

 “It’s beyond what we could 
have imagined. It’s such an honor, 
and to feel the support from the 
Army family, it means a lot …
to everybody. He was a great 
person, great father and even 
more dedicated Soldier. We’re just 

thankful,” Donios said. 
Family members who attended 

also included Balli’s wife, Kristy, 
daughter, Momilani, and sister, 
Ofelia Balli Lopez.

Col. Shawn Prickett, commander 
of the 1st Aviation Brigade, said 
Balli is an example of what is best 
about the UAS community.

”I think the Aviation Branch has 
a lot to be proud of as we continue 
to use and take advantage of the 
asymmetric capability UAS brings 
not just to the Branch but to the 
Army and the joint force, to the 
ight.	 At	 the	 heart	 of	 that	 is	 the	
Soldiers we have operating these 
unmanned aircraft systems, and 
that is really what the unit does well. 
The technical portion is important, 
but the leader development portion 
is important, as well,” Prickett 
said.

“It’s	 a	 itting	 tribute	 to	 an	
American hero,” he said. “And the 
Balli family is an Army family for 
life.” 
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2-13th Avn. Regt. dedicates building 
By Kelly P. Pate
Public Affairs Specialist

Training prepares Soldiers, families for reintegration
By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

ARMY PHOTOS

Members of the family of CW2 Edward Balli look on as the icons are unveiled at Balli Hall, an Army Unmanned Aircraft Systems training facility at 2nd Battalion, 13th 
Aviation Regiment, 1st Aviation Brigade, on Fort Huachuca, Ariz., Jan 20.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

Jim Brian, U.S. Army South reintegration team, congratulates Soldiers and family members on getting 
through the Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape reintegration training process, and hands out 
certificates of appreciation to spouses during the reunion at Bowden Terrace Neighborhood Center 
Sunday.

ADVERTISING THATWORKS HARD FOR YOU!

FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS CARD

307 N. Main Street
ENTERPRISE

www.christmissions.org

For Donation Pickup Call

393-4471

Christian Mission
Bargain Centers

347-GIVE

ENTERPRISE SHOPPING CENTER

College Cnema • enterprse

WESTGATE CENTER
Enterprise Information

334-347-2531
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*R Rated Films, one must be 17 or with parent*

CLARK THEATRES
ENTERPRISE

Web Site: www.hollywoodconnector.com

MOVIE INFO 24/7 - 347-2531

ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE MEMBER DISCOUNT
(WITH ACTIVE MILITARY ID ) + 1 Guest

JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 5, 2015

I AMERICAN SNIPER - R

Mon-Fri: 6:50 & 9:30
Sat & Sun: 1:30, 4:00, 6:50 & 9:30

II THE IMITATION GAME - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:15
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:15

III THE LOFT - R

Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:15
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:00, 7:10 & 9:15

III STRANGE MAGIC - PG

Mon-Fri: 7:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00 & 7:00

WEDDING RINGER - R

Mon-Fri: 9:00
Sat & Sun: 9:00

IV PADDINGTON - PG

Mon-Fri: 7:00
Sat & Sun: 2:00 & 7:00

TAKEN 3 - PG13

Mon-Fri: 9:00
Sat & Sun: 4:00 & 9:00

I THE BOY NEXT DOOR - R

Mon-Fri: 7:10 & 9:10
Sat & Sun: 2:00, 4:00, 7:10 & 9:10

II BLACK or WHITE - PG13

Mon-Fri: 7:00 & 9:20
Sat & Sun: 1:45, 4:00, 7:00 & 9:20

Balli



Rucker Directorate of Public Safety and 
provost marshal.

“I appreciate you being here,” Santana 
said. “You left before I came here, so I am 
a new face. We are a family -- we’re your 
Army family. And we want to make sure 
we welcome you back to the Family. 

“There are a few people who are new to 
the family,” he added. “We want to bring 
you back in, welcome you and thank you 
for serving your country. I want to make 
this short, so I will just say ‘welcome.’”

Thomas was also welcomed by his 
wife, Shandra, and 3-year-old son, Drew. 
He has served two tours in Iraq in addition 
to his recent tour in Qatar.
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Class: New model gives pilots 

more options for flight assistance
Continued from Page A1

WASHINGTON — When the 
Army began implementing de-
fense cuts in 2011 and 2012, and 
drawdown operations kicked off 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, military 
leadership believed the world 
would require less intervention on 
the part of U.S. forces.

“Frankly, that’s not happened, 
and I think that’s the concern,” 
said Chief of Staff of the Army 
Gen. Ray Odierno, speaking at the 
Association of the United States 
Army monthly Institute of Land 
Warfare breakfast Jan. 22.

“The threat of terrorism is not 
going away ... it’s in our face ev-
ery single day and it’s going to 
be throughout our lifetimes, and 
probably throughout our children’s 
lifetimes,	so	we	have	to	igure	out	
how we’re going to deal with this 
threat ... and challenge it face-on,” 
he said.

Odierno said that means the en-
emy’s intent must be understood 
and concepts must be developed 
that would allow the Army to re-
spond across a broad spectrum of 
conlict	–	 though	the	general	said	
he doesn’t believe that extends to 
putting 150,000 or 200,000 Sol-
diers on a border.

The chief said he believes today 
to be the most uncertain time in the 
country’s national security, and that 
uncertainty is problematic because 
the nation doesn’t know what it’s 
going to respond to as it did during 
the Cold War when the Army had 
operational concepts and strategy.

“Today, we don’t have that 
luxury,” he said. “I can’t tell you 
if	 we’re	 going	 to	 be	 ighting	 on	
the Korean peninsula ... can’t tell 

you if we’re going to be in Iraq or 
Syria	 ighting	 a	 war	 ...	 can’t	 tell	
you if we’re going to be in Eastern 
Europe deterring Russia ... I don’t 
know. We have to be prepared to 
do a variety of things simultane-
ously, and that’s the challenge we 
have.”

Odierno said what he and his 
counterparts work to do is develop 
budgets and create capabilities that 
support national security, and, in 

his mind, that means the ability 
to support Soldiers with the right 
tools to do any job asked of them 
in the future.

He called for continuing in-
vestments in national security to 
sustain the readiness needed to re-
spond to the variety of threats the 
country faces.

“To sustain readiness ... we need 
to invest today, we need to invest 
tomorrow, we need to invest the 
year after that because you’re in-
vesting in human capital, men and 
women and their ability to train 
and respond around the world,” 
Odierno said. “You’re investing 
in the equipment they need to be 
successful, and if we don’t have 
that consistent funding to do that, 
what will happen is we won’t be 
properly invested in our people or 
equipment and then when we have 
to use them, they will not be at the 
level the American people expect 
them to be.”

Odierno said that in 2013, 10 
percent of the Army was ready, 
and at the end of 2014 and today, 
the Army is about 33 percent ready. 
He expects to sustain that, “maybe 
move up a little to 40 percent at the 
highest.”

“Prior to 2001, routinely, the 
Army was about 70-75 percent 
ready – we had built up capability 

that was there to be used, if neces-
sary,” he said, noting that in 2016 
the Army will face sequestration 
again and should that occur for the 
next	 three	 to	 ive	 years,	 it	 would	
“hollow out” the Army.

“My	 deinition	 of	 a	 hollow	
Army is one where we don’t prop-
erly train our Soldiers ... where 
they’re unable to do the exercises 
they need ... they’re not able to 
have the ammunition necessary or 
the equipment they need ... they’re 
not able to sustain that equipment 
to the levels necessary for them 
to respond with no notice to an 
unknown	threat	in	potentially	ive	
different places around the world,” 
he said.

The general also said the Army 
is not now adequately investing in 
modernization programs, citing a 
50 percent reduction in moderniza-
tion accounts.

“That will be worse if we go into 
sequestration ... so now we’re not 
investing in training, we’re not in-
vesting in equipment, and this falls 
on the shoulders of our Soldiers, 
and that’s the point I try to make 
to everybody,” he said. “The ones 
who will pay the price are the men 
and women in uniform – they will 
go no matter what. It’s up to us to 
make sure they have what they 
need.”

Uncertainty means Army must be prepared 
By J.D. Leipold
Army News Service

PHOTO BY J.D. LEIPOLD

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Ray Odierno told Association of the U.S. Army members 
Jan. 22 that defense cuts and peace dividends didn’t happen as the country with-
drew from Iraq and Afghanistan, and ‘that’s a concern.’

Home: Soldier welcomed 
back by Army family
Continued from Page A1
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to have that chance to train on an aircraft 
that feels so personal,” he continued. “It’s 
exciting, though, to be able to say that I 
was the last guy to come through the class. 
I’m excited to take what I learned here and 
transition that into the F-model.”

The CH-47Ds are slowly being tran-
sitioned out to make room for the more 
advanced CH-47F, which utilizes digital 
gauges and a sturdier airframe, according 
to CW3 Joe Harris, B Co., 1st Bn., 223rd 
Avn. Regt.

“The major differences consist of the 
new Common Avionics Architecture 
System,”	he	said.	“There	are	ive	6-inch	by	
8-inch screens that show all different types 
of information from threat, maps, engine 
systems and things like that, and it’s all 
digitalized. The digital platform is much 
more sophisticated and provides a lot more 
information.”

Going from analog to digital gives the 

pilots	more	options	as	it	pertains	to	light	
assistance, said Harris. Previously, there 
were only two axes that the D-model could 
ly,	but	now	it’s	able	 to	be	 fully	coupled	
with each axis – turns, climbs, speed. This 
gives pilots the opportunity to concentrate 
less on the mundane tasks, and more on 
survivability and making sure they’re 
more aware.

The CH-47F also has a larger radio 
package, which allows it to communicate 
with more radios and allows for over-the-
horizon communication, as well.

Although the D-models are being tran-
sitioned out, Harris said the effect on the 
D-model students should be minimal 
since these aircraft were designed for easy 
transition.

“It’s like driving a car,” he said. “The 
D-model	and	the	F-model	ly	the	same,	so	
now	it’s	 just	about	 learning	how	to	ly	it	
by looking at different gauges. Once you 
igure	out	where	everything	is,	it’s	essen-
tially the same.”

Lt. Col. Florentino Santana, provost marshal and director of public safety, introduces himself to Staff 
Sgt. Christopher Thomas during a homecoming ceremony Friday.

PHOTOS BY JEREMY HENDERSON

Col. Stuart J. McRae, Fort Rucker garrison commander, welcomes Staff Sgt. Christopher Thomas home.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$55,000

MLS# 20141276

$79,900

MLS# 20142359

$105,000

MLS# 20141839

$105,000

MLS# 20140769

$112,500

MLS# 20142142

100 % financing
available on USDA

Evelyn Hitch
406-3436

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become

a fan on

Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

VERY NICE UPDATES

REDUCED PRICE ~ $119,900

4 BEROOMS IN CREEK POINTE

ROBIN

Smarter Savings. Bolder Exposure. Faster Results.

• Qualty Servce Pnnacle: 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013
• Gold Medallon: 2010, 2012, 2013
• Top 21 Producng Century 21 Offce In Alabama: 1995-2013
• Top 21 Century 21 Offce n the Southeast Regon: 1988-2013
• #1 Century 21 Offce In Alabama: 2008, 2007, 2005

3098 Achey
$128,000: Excellent location convenient to Ft
Rucker & Enterprise. Just a stone's throw to US
84 & Daleville & straight shot to Dothan. Functional
kitchen with unique backsplash & pantry. Open
concept lends itself to entertaining. Master suite has large walk-in closet
& double vanity. Covered patio is great for chillin' & grillin' in the privacy
of your own backyard with wood privacy fence. Darling house for the
first-time buyer, retiree, young family or investor. Come take a look! JAN
SAWYER 406-2393 MLS #20150068

118 Stonewall
$17,100: Very large lot, build your
dream house here today. FRAN & DON
KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 MLS #20150105

102 East Main Street ~ Samson
$39,900: Looking for a location for your office, business or retail
shop? This building is located on Main St & has great visibility &
parking for your clients & shoppers. The building has approx. 3,000
SF, some of the area was recently repainted, updates in '08 include
heating & cooling, water heater & some electrical work. Most of the
area is open space, but there is an office & 1BA. Building has a rear
access door with some additional parking in the rear. JUDY DUNN
301-5656 MLS #20150080

3117 Holland Road ~ Newton
$208,000: Immaculate ranch sitting on a
beautiful 3 acres lot, with pecan, blueberry,
orange, pear tree, grape vines & lot of flowers
& bushes. Also features a 20x36 workshop,
12x24 greenhouse, a gazebo & city & well water.
Roof is only 2 yrs old, new carpet & a magnificent kitchen with lot
of cabinets & very nice tile counters. Must see it to appreciate the
excellent condition of this house & the care of the landscaped lot.
NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758 Hablo Español MLS #20150037

1103 Brooks
$153,500: MOTHER-IN-LAW SUITE! This is the perfect

place for a large family. There is so much space in this

well maintained home with lots of closets. Large in-law

suite with private entrance. Remove a faux wall in the

bonus room & this could be your 5TH BR. There are 3BA!

The large backyard & brick pavers patio don't receive

afternoon sun & make a wonderful place to relax or to

watch the kids play. Come see this wonderful family home

today! Jan Sawyer 406-2393 & Angie Goodman 464-7869
MLS #20150116

270 Oak ~ Daleville
$72,900: Priced to sell! 4BR, living room with
fireplace, dining room, bonus room, metal roof,
attached 2-car garage & a nice detached 2-car
garage that would make a great work shop
Convenient to Ft Rucker, Daleville & Enterprise.
BOB KUYKENDALL 369-8534 MLS #20150075

302 South Oak Ridge
$209,000: This immaculate home is located
in the beautiful Lake Oak Ridge Subdivision.
It features a large master bedroom, office or
mudroom. The fenced backyard is landscaped
& has a large workshop/garage with (2) 220
outlets & floored attic for lots of storage! TERRI
AVERETT 406-2072 MLS #20150024

101 Stonechase
$221,000: New 4BR/2BA at Stonechase, one
of Enterprises newest subdivisions. This new
home has 30-yr architectural shingles & brick,
stone & hardi-plank exterior. Inside is an open
floor plan with stainless appliances, granite countertops, hardwood
flooring, tile & carpeted bedrooms. The yard will be fenced & will
have a sprinkler system. Seller is a licensed REALTOR in the State
of Alabama. NORMAN RILEY 406-6746 MLS #20150108

115 WInterberry Way
$115,000: Neutral tile throughout bottom floor in this 2BR/2.5BA townhouse
in Woodland Park makes home look larger & stay cleaner for pets or children.
Huge MBR with enough room for a desk or sitting area & well maintained home!
The HOA takes care of the lawn, trimming & water bill for sprinkler system. The
vinyl privacy fence creates a nice backyard retreat so you can enjoy Alabama's
warm weather outside on the spacious covered patio! Also, lots of closet storage,
especially under the stairs. MAGGIE HAAS 389-0011 MLS #20150060

503 East Morningview
$165,000: Nice comfy & cozy traditional home
in very good condition. Hardwood floors on foyer
& living areas. Open floor plan excellent for
entertainment, gorgeous granite countertops,
stainless steel appliances, big fenced & leveled
backyard, gutters & more features. Located at the end of the
street with absolutely no traffic. Must see it. Alabama Right of
Redemption must affect this property. NANCY CAFIERO 389-1758
Hablo Español MLS #20150076

166 Lakeview ~ Daleville
$59,000: Why rent when you can own? Very
affordable lake front town home with a beautiful
view from your bedroom balcony. Features
2BR/1.5BA, wet bar, laundry area. Located just
5 minutes from the Ft Rucker/Daleville Gate.
TERRI AVERETT 406-2072 MLS #20150089

112 Britt
$207,250: This house features an extra-large master
bedroom. The MBR closet is oversized. A surprise off the
MBR--an extra room. It will be good for the nursery, office
or even exercise room. Wired for surround sound. The
grandroom is perfect for the oversized furniture. It will
be the center of the family activities. The 3-season room
will be a quiet get away. It overlooks a peaceful back yard
that features extra landscaping. The house is the perfect
place to call home! MARY M. JONES 790-2933 & FRAN
KALTENBAUGH 790-5973 MLS #20150073

334-347-0048
531 Boll Weevil Circle

Become

a fan on

Facebook

View more pictures
of these homes at

www.c21regencyrealty.com

$124,000

$130,000

5± ACRES PLUS HOUSE & BARN

GENEVA COUNTY PROPERTIES

Geneva

Samson

Hartford

5 BEDROOMS IN GATEWAY ESTATES
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WASHINGTON — The Army has 
always	had	a	footprint	in	the	Paciic	
region, but, in the past, training ex-
ercises with those nations were not 
linked together in a meaningful way 
that	 would	 relect	 complex	 opera-
tional dynamics, said the commander 
of I Corps while speaking at a media 
roundtable at the Pentagon Friday.

Today, exercises are taking place 
simultaneously in different places – 
South Korea, Japan, the Philippines, 
Alaska and Hawaii, for example – 
with multiple command posts using 
forces that are adaptable and scal-
able, said Lt. Gen. Stephen R. Lanza, 
whose I Corps is located at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, Washington.

This new way of engaging with 
partners, he said, comes from the 
Army Operating Concept, which 
serves as a blueprint for winning in 
a complex world by preventing con-
lict	from	occurring	in	the	irst	place	
and by shaping the security environ-
ment by training and collaborating 
with partner nations.

Lanza then added some develop-
ing news: the 7th Infantry Division, 
an I Corps component that was stood 
up to be a training readiness over-
sight headquarters for the brigades 
at JBLM, is now going through the 
process of possibly operationalizing 
its headquarters. That would make it 
deployable.

Paciic Pathways
An effective part of the Army’s 

“prevent, shape, win” strategy is the 
“Paciic	 Pathways”	 concept,	 which	
began last year, Lanza said.

The	irst	Paciic	Pathways	exercise	
involved the active-duty Army, Army 
National Guard and Army Reserve, 

as well as the militaries of partner 
nations of Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Japan.

The	 second	Paciic	Pathways,	 be-
ginning at the end of January, will 
partner the Army in training exer-
cises with Thailand, Korea and the 
Philippines.

The	 Paciic	 Pathways	 exercises	
are conducted as “an operation, a 
deployment, experimentation and in-
novation” all rolled into one, Lanza 
said. “They allow us to rehearse with 
different countries, conduct recon-
naissance and build relationships in 
the human domain.”

Besides that, he said, participation 
in	 Paciic	 Pathways	 helps	 increase	
the overall readiness of U.S. forces 
through	high-idelity	training.

In	 addition	 to	 Paciic	 Pathways,	
the Army participates in bilateral ex-

ercises such as Yama Sakura, the last 
iteration of which wrapped up in De-
cember with Japan’s Eastern Army.

“It’s been extremely important 
working with the Japanese Ground 
Self-Defense Force,” Lanza said, 
noting that the next bilateral exercise 
with Japan will involve the Mid-
dle	Army.	 Japan	 has	 a	 total	 of	 ive	
armies.

Yama Sakura involved an I Corps 
headquarters set up in Japan, work-
ing simultaneously with the Japanese 
headquarters. They shared intel-
ligence, targeting information and 
supporting rear operations, he said.

The relationship is a two-way 
street, he said. Japanese forces come 
to the U.S. to train each year as well. 
They participate annually in exercise 

SEE PARTNERS, PAGE B4

SEE BONDS, PAGE B4

FORT STEWART, Ga. — Cold and wet January 
weather was not enough to keep the Marne Air Sol-
diers from the 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade from tak-
ing part in a huge training event to begin 2015.

Leaders from the 3rd CAB took part in the Falcon 
Leadership Stakes at several different locations on 
Fort Stewart Jan. 13 to Friday. 

Maj.	John	Fritz,	brigade	ire	support	oficer,	was	the	
lead planner for the operation, said platoon leaders 
and platoon sergeants from around the brigade came 
out to train and certify on 10 essential tasks such as 
land navigation, weapons, communication and com-
bat life saving skills, to name a few.

“The brigade commander and command sergeant 
major came up with a list of what they thought were 10 
tasks every leader should master,” Fritz said. “These 
events are also a great way of re-introducing the art of 
ield	craft	to	the	junior	leaders	and	remind	them	what	
it’s like to establish an assembly area. As we all know, 
we learn more from our mistakes than we do from 
our success. So the Soldiers will immediately feel the 
consequences of failing to do pre-combat checks and 
inspections.”

According to Col. John D. Kline, 3rd CAB com-
mander, the idea for the training came from the teach-
ings of retired Army Maj. Gen. David L. Grange, 
former commander of the 1st Infantry Division. The 
training, Mangudai, got its name from Mongol war-
lord Genghis Khan’s elite forces.

Grange	 would	 assemble	 all	 his	 oficers	 of	
lieutenant	colonel-level	rank	and	above	for	an	oficer	
professional development trip advertised as a “staff 
ride” or “terrain walk.” For a day or so, the staff ride 
proceeded just like any other. Then, with no warning, 

WHEELER ARMY AIRFIELD, HA-
WAII — It was a bittersweet day for the 
Soldiers of the 2nd Squadron, 6th Caval-
ry Regiment, with the casing of the unit 
colors in preparation for an operational 
deployment to the Korea peninsula and 
the	inal	light	of	the	OH-58	Kiowa	War-
rior	at	the	airield	Jan.	15.

“The Kiowa Warrior has called this is-
land home for the past 17 years. (Now 
the aircraft) will be shipped back to Tex-
as	and	retired	from	our	active	leet,”	said	
Lt. Col. Aaron Martin, 2-6th CAV com-
mander. “Some may view this as a sad 
event. I will tell you we’re only just ap-
proaching the end of another chapter in 
the great history of the 2nd Squadron.”

Eighteen Kiowa Warrior helicopters 
departed	for	a	inal	light	around	the	is-
land, a commemoration for all the Avia-
tors of the past and present. 

CW3 James Mason wanted to be a part 
of something special for Hawaii and to 
also give senior Aviators the chance to 
take	 one	 inal	 light	 before	 the	 retiring	
the Kiowa Warriors helicopters from the 
active	leet.	

“This was a very important event to be 
a part of,” Mason said. “I feel fortunate 
that I was able to plan and participate in 
the process. The Kiowa is a wonderful 
aircraft that has given many years to the 
Army. It was a workhorse and continual-
ly came through day after day, year after 
year, and mission after mission.” 

These aircraft were used for observa-
tion,	utility	and	ire	support	dating	back	
to the Vietnam era. In addition, Kiowa 
aircraft have been instrumental in saving 
lives	on	 the	battleield	despite	 its	 small	
size during overseas contingencies op-
erations.

Some of the Soldiers hated to see 

SEE KIOWA, PAGE B4

END OF AN ERA 

Aviators assigned to 2nd Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment, 25th Combat Aviation Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division, conduct preflight checks before the final flight of OH-58 Kiowa Warriors on Wheeler Army 
Airfield, Hawaii, Jan. 15.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. TRAMEL S GARRETT (25TH ID)

By Staff Sgt. Tramel S. Garrett
25th Infantry Division Public Affairs

Command Sgt. Maj. Roger Heinze, the senior enlisted adviser for 3rd Cavalry Regiment, Train, Advise, Assist Command - East, provides 
overwatch of the rugged terrain from the open door of a UH-60 Black Hawk while on a mission to advise Afghan police leaders at the 
Nangarhar police Regional Logistics Center, Afghanistan, Jan. 6.

PHOTO BY CAPT. JARROD MORRIS

O VERWATCHFORGING 
BONDS

By Sgt. William Begley
3rd Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Sgt. Max Wolfer, a combat engineer with the 571st Sapper Company, 864th Engineer Bat-
talion, trains at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash. The 571st is a I Corps unit.

PHOTO BY STAFF SGT. JENNIFER SPRADLIN

Engagements remain increasingly innovative, effective

Col. John D. Kline, 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade commander, is 
hoisted onto a UH-60M Black Hawk helicopter along with Sgt. Eric 
Sluss, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd CAB, as part 
of MedEvac training during the Falcon Leadership Stakes, which 
were conducted on Fort Stewart, Georgia, Jan. 13 to Friday. 

PHOTO BY SGT. WILLIAM BEGLEY

pacific partners

2-6th CAV conducts final 
flight of Kiowa Warriors:

3rd CAB hones 

skills during Falcon 

Leadership Stakes
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ROOFING & RELATED

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENERAL & SPECIAL NOTICES

YARD & ESTATE SALES

FINANCIAL
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

FRANCHISES

MERCHANDISE
HEALTH PRODUCTS

JEWELRY & WATCHES

LAWN & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PETS & ANIMALS

DOGS

DOGS

FARMER’S MARKET

HAY & GRAIN

HORSES & CATTLE

PASTURES & STALLS

WANTED - FARM & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
ADMINISTRATIVE & OFFICE WORK

GENERAL

SALES

EDUCATION
& INSTRUCTION

INSTRUCTION & TUTORING

SCHOOLS & INSTRUCTION

RECREATION
BOATS

RECREATION
MOTOR HOMES & RVS

TRANSPORTATION

ANTIQUE & CLASSIC VEHICLES

AUTOS FOR SALE

Easy Ways to
Increase Your
Ad’s Results...

1. Use bold type
2. Use an Attractor
3. Start your ad with the item you are selling
or a benefit headline
4. Abbreviate as little as possible
5. Describe your item or job position in detail
6. Include the price of the item you are selling
7. Use white space, large type and graphics
to make your ad stand out and be
visually compelling

TOUR AMERICA
Branson, MO Ozark Mnts.

5-shows, 9-mealsMarch 8-14, 2015
Historic St. Augustine, Holy Land Experience

Orlando, FL. April 16-19, 2015
Grand Alaska Tour 7-day Cruise/

5-day land Tour. Denali, Wasilla, Anchorage
May 29/June 9, 2015

New York, City/New York "BIG APPLE"
3-Broadway plays, PA, Washington,DC.

July 11-19, 2015
Mackinac Island Upper Peninsula, MI, WI
Sault St. Marie Canada Sept. 8-17, 2015

For Info: Merita Stanley (850) 594-9980

100’s of items,
years of collecting
r Discounted up to 50%
ANTIQUES, GIFTS & MISC.

business
r Go to " BC BOOTH "
û Backyard Treasure û
2331 Ross Clark Cr. Dothan

Live & Internet Auction 1/31/15,
8 AM CDT. 544 E. 6th Street, Panama City,
FL. Bid now at www.sospcfl.com.

AU3226, AB2366.

Investment Opportunity
8% Return on $100,000
$666.67 Per Month

Collateral Real Estate 80% LTV
Call 334-718-0382

TURN KEY OPERATION
100 yds. off 431 Abbeville

Oyster Bar & Grill, seating capacity over
100, fully equipped. Make An Offer!

Serious inquiries only.
334-585-3453 or 334-585-3629

DIABETIC TEST STRIPS
NEEDED I BUY SEALED/
UNEXPIRED BOXES

CALL BOB (334) 219-4697
OR (850) 710-0189

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wanted: Old Coins, Gold,
Diamonds, Guns, And Tools

West Main Jewelry & Loan 334-671-1440.

Wanted To Buy
Riding Lawn Mowers!!
Wells Lawn Mower -Taylor, AL
r Call 334-702-9566 q

Pockets Billiards Huge Closeout Sale!
Pool Tables, Lights, Tables, Chairs, ETC.

r Call 334-793-4263 q

AKC Lab. Ret. puppies, yellow & foxred (rusty)
exc. blood line & hunting parents onsite. S/W,
Ready Now! 850-569-1157 or 850-557-3764

Â FREE Rescued Dogs Shots & fixed
Black Labs, Beagles, Beautiful Pitts - black &
white, Lab mixes, Sm. mixed breeds, Black
Retriever, Beagle Basset mix. 334-791-7312

German Shepherd puppies: AKC registered.
Sable, black and tan. Parents on site. Up to
date on shots and worming. Male or Female
$350. Call 334-806-5851 OR 334-393-7284

PUPPY SALE !! Yorkies-Chins $200.
Ready now Papillon $400.
r Call 334-718-9745

S.E. ALABAMA KENNEL CLUB
û Good Manners Obedience,
û Confirmation classes,
$50. for 6 weeks

Rally /Agility Intro. $75.
r Shots required q
Starting March 3rd.

r Call 334-790-6226 or 334-299-3315
or 850-547-2370

BAHIA SEED for Sale - Good Germ
Call Lee Fenn: 334-621-0573

MADDOX FARMS
Beautiful Bermuda Coastal Hay
r Round Rolls $50 r Square $5

Paso Fino Horses for Sale
Call 334-791-0023

û Sim-Angus Heifersû
Top Blood Lines. Priced to Sell.
Call 334-898-1626 or 334-360-5035

MADDOX FARMS
∂ Horse Boarding
(barn or pastures)
∂ Beautiful Trails
∂ Excellent Care

r Also Paso Fino Horses FOR SALE
Call 334-791-0023 or 334-791-7312

Buying Pine / Hardwood in
your area.

No tract too small /
Custom Thinning

Call Pea River Timber
r 334-389-2003

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Administrative Assistant
(Full-Time)

Summary: The employee provides clerical
support for the City. Assists the E -911
Coordinator in oversight of the E-911
system to include mapping efforts and
corrects system failures. Helps to

maintain system equipment, researches
upgrades and assists in making

recommendations for future purchases.
Assists in entering geo codes for City
streets, into the GIS system. Processses
insurance claims for the City and assists
with election operations. Performs other

duties as assigned.

Starting Salary: $10.18/HR

OPENING DATE:
January 15th, 2015
CLOSING DATE:
January 29nd, 2015

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

THE CITY OF ENTERPRISE
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE POSITION OF:

Heavy Equipment
Operator II

The employee is responsible for operating
heavy equipment in support of the public
works department. Operates backhoe,
excavator, bulldozer, front-end loader and
earthmover. Drives dump truck and fuel
truck. Performs equipment maintenance
including safety and maintenance inspec-
tion. Performs manual labor as assigned.
Must possess Class B CDL or higher.

Starting Salary: $11.41/HR

OPENING DATE:
January 19th, 2015
CLOSING DATE:
February 2nd, 2015

To apply visit: www.enterpriseal.gov
HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY OF ENTERPRISE
CITY HALL, 501 S MAIN ST. ENTERPRISE,

AL. M-F, 7:30 - 4:30 EOE

The Enterprise Ledger has an immediate
opening for an

Outside Advertising Account Executive.

We are currently seeking a self-motivated
energetic customer focused sales
professional to join our sales team.

Duties include but not limited to selling
multi-media advertising, creating

marketing plans, designing and scheduling
advertisements for publications, providing
excellent customer service, generating new
business and meeting revenue goals.

Must be detail and goal oriented, with
verbal and written communication skills
and have the ability to work under

deadline pressure.

Pre-employment drug screen and back-
ground screening required. EOE/M/F/D/V.

Please apply at www.bhmginc.com

Daycare Director Education &
Training Program

Become a Center Director or an In-home
Daycare Provider 6 wk.home-study course
Enroll Now! $50wk Call Mrs. Alaina
to get started! (334) 691-KIDS (5437)

Look ahead to your
future! Start training
for a new career in
Medical Assisting,
Pharmacy Technology,
& HVAC!

Call Fortis College 855-445-3276
For consumer info: visit www.fortis.edu

2009 Pro-Craft 181 Combo Fish & Ski w/ 2010
Mercury 115 Pro XS. Excellent condition. Lots
of extras $13,000. Call 334-797-7707

2013 Bennington 22SFX Pontoon Boat 115hp Ya-
maha outboard motor; motor only has 24 hours
on it! Dual axle galvanized trailer. Boat is in
"like new" condition, has been covered and
kept under a barn since purchased new!
Asking only payoff of around $27,000 more or
less. Serious inquiries ONLY! Call 334-379-0880,
leave message.

Pro-Line 20.4 Walk, 150
Mercury 2 stroke (300
Hrs), Performance 2 axle
Aluminum trailer, all 2001,
Cockpit enclosure with
Bimini, Cuddy Cabin,

Radar w/folding arch, Garmin 545s plus addi-
tional electronics, Marine Radio, Satellite
Weather System, stored inside, Clean rig, lots
of extras. Ready for Offshore, Nearshore, Bay
or Lake $12,500. Dothan 334-714-0902

General Assignment/Sports Reporter

The Enterprise Ledger has an
immediate opening for a full-time
general assignment/sports reporter.

This position’s duties include but are not limited to handling general-assignments, including
high school, community sports and outdoors coverage for the sports section and website.
The successful candidate must be willing to go above and beyond to explore sports issues
throughout our coverage area while also providing extensive coverage of our local and high
school sports scene.

This position requires building a personal brand on Twitter and as a blogger; must also be
able to shoot, edit and produce video for Enterprise Ledger, and use social media to further
the reach of Enterprise’s audience. Flexible schedule required which includes some nights
and weekends.Two years of experience and a degree in journalism preferred. Must have a
valid driver’s license, dependable transportation and proof of insurance.

Pre-employment drug and background screen required; EOE/M/F/D/V

Apply at www.bhmbinc.com

2007 Challenger by Keystone 5th wheel , 29ft.,
extra clean, 2- slides, washer & dryer, new
tires, new mattress & hitch and much more !!!
$15,500. OBO. 334-596-2802.

37 Ft. Class A 1999 Dolphin
Motor home with low mile-
age and in great condi-
tion. Has 2 slide outs.
REDUCED PRICE $22,995 .
Call 334-655-8462 or

334-655-8461 MUST GO !!! Senior owned.

Allegro 2004 31’ class A , Excellent condition.
Ford chasse V-10, 20k mi, new Michelin steer
tires. Has all standard equipment plus, rear
camera, hyd-leveling jacks, solid fiberglass
roof (no leaks) AC/Heat Pump. Garage kept.
$27,500. 334-618-1234

Columbus Thor 1993 Motor Home , 27ft. fully
self contained, 454 Engine, roof heat & air, 6
KW generator & much more !! Only $ 2750.
Call for more info 334-585-1974.

Ford 1973 LTD Brougham.
All original, 77,000 actual
miles, 429 V8, 4 bbl,
C-6 auto, 2-dr hdt Classic.
$8,500. 334-393-9669

Karman Ghia 1971 VW
coupe, hunter green,
restoration started, many
new parts, sweet little

car, interior not complete, $4100. 443-536-9110
OR leave message at 334-445-9077.

2013 Hyundia Elantra, low miles, real nice,
great gas saver, still under warranty. $200
down $245 per month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-
791-8243

Chevrolet 2005
Impala LS, load-
ed, sunroof,
leather, new
tires, 72,000

miles, 1 owner. $7595. 334-790-7959.

Chevrolet 2008 Corvette
Convertible C-6 with the
3LT package. Silver
w/Cashmere leather, it

has the heads-up display, power seats with
heat, power top, and lots of extras. 38,000
miles. Book value at $36,000 but health forces
sale. Will consider all offers. Call 334-791-5452.

Ford 2003 Taurus SES
$2,500 OR BEST OFFER.
Mechanically sound, runs
great, normal wear on
body & interior. Minor

dent front passenger fender. 240,000 miles.
Owned since 11/04. Exc. maintenance (printed
maintenance log). Good tires. 334-718-6186

GOT BAD CREDIT ???
RIDE TODAY !! $0’ down
No Credit - Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK û ASK FOR

STEVE POPE @r TJS Motors
334-803-9550 ’ for more details !

û Ask about $1000. discount, Bring this ad in
Today! @Old Deal Max location 4193 RCC

GOT BAD CREDIT ???
RIDE TODAY !! $0’ down
No Credit - Pass, REPO, BK’S,
SSI & VA OK û ASK FOR

STEVE POPE @r TJS Motors
334-803-9550 ’ for more details !

û Ask about $1000. discount, Bring this ad in
Today! @Old Deal Max location 4193 RCC

Honda 2012 Accord, great fuel mileage, real
nice family car, only 14,000 miles and it has a
100,000 mile warranty. $250 down $275 per
month. Call Steve Hatcher 334-791-8243

Mazda 2008 Grand Touring convertible Miata,
black in color, 6-speed 43K miles,
$14,000. 334-723-5312.

KENNETH BEDSOLE
ROOFING , INC.

SERVING THE WIREGRASS

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING/VINYL SIDING
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

334-796-9250

Free Estimates
FOR LEAKS AND REPAIRS

CALL GREG MAULDIN 334-796-9250
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TRANSPORTATION

AUTOS FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLES

MOTORCYCLES

SPORT UTILITY

TRUCKS, BUSES, TRACTORS, TRAILERS

VANS

WANTED AUTOS

WANTED AUTOS

Searching for a Big Deal?
We’ve got you covered at

TheBigDDeal.com

ADVERTISE IN
THE CLASSIFIEDS

Hyundai 2012 Elantra
Limited , 16k miles,
leather, sunroof, heated
seats, one owner, non

smoking, garage kept, great on gas 27-38 mpg,
still in warrany, garage door button, black, very
sharp. $16,900 Call 334-793-4749.

Lincoln 1997
Town Car, Sig-
nature, Gold
Coast Edition,
loaded, 90,000

miles, excellent, $3500. 334-790-7959.

Mini Cooper S 2006 111K miles exc. cond. inside
& out. $8500. firm.

Nissan 2009 Sentra, great gas mileage, must
sell! $200 down $199 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Nissan 2012 Maxima CV , black in color,
V-6 automatic, fully loaded, top of the line,
8,000 miles, to muc to mention. $25,000. OBO
334-797-7420.

Nissan 2013 Altima, low miles, Real Nice, Must
Sell! $200 down $269 per month. Call Ron Ellis
334-714-0028.

Toyota 2011 Prius 1- owner, 30,000 miles, silver
in color, 48 mpg, exc. cond. $16,500.
334-774-2216.
Toyota 2011 Tacoma Pre-Runner TRD: 4-door,
step rails, tow package, backup camera and
more. White, 49k miles and adult driven.
Compare at dealer prices of $26K. Price firm.
$22,500 334-803-4120 /Ashford

Volkswagen 2003 Beetle , 5-speed, very clean,
low miles, green in color, $5000. 334-618-1670

Volkswagen 2007 Jetta Wolfsburg, silver with
leatherette interior, alloy wheels, heated seats,
power sunroof, 4 door, silver, 5 cylinder, cold
AC, excellent condition.
Call 850-482-7888 or 850-272-5286

2002 Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic Electra Glide
Garaged. Purple/black.
Loaded. Chromed out.
14,750 mi. Excellent condi-
tion. $11,500. 334-714-4548

2005 Honda Goldwing
GL1800 - Touring Edition,
65,962 miles, Excellent
cosmetic condition. In
mint mechanical cond.

Specially badged, 30th Anniversary edition,
No dents or dings, garaged kept, No road rash,
85% tire tread, $12,000 OBO. Call 334-790-3692

û 2011 û
Harley Davidon Super
Glide Custom -

96CI Big Twin, 12K Miles,
Garage Kept, H-D Facto-
ry Original. Original

Owner. Showroom Quality! Like New Condi-
tion! Must see! $12,500 334-598-0061

Harley Davidson 2002 Road King , police special,
42K miles, exc. cond. $8200. 334-237-0677. Carl

Suzuki 2009 Boulevard only 7800 miles,
like new, garage kept, loaded with extras.
Only $4,000. 334-714-6608

Harley Davidson Sporster
2006 XL1200R
racing orange, Vance &
Hines - short shots,
Mustang saddle. 15K
miles, mint condition
$6200. 334-790-4781.

Ford 2000 Excursion Limited, V-10,
new Michelin tires, excellent condition. $4500.
334-200-5297.

Ford 2000 Expedition
Cold AC, very clean, well
maintained. 150K miles,
$3,995. For more informa-
tion call 334-792-8018.

Jeep 2004 Grand Cherokee, like new, auto, sun
roof, 4.0, new tires, low miles, $5,500. Call
850-482-7998

2006 GMC Sierra 2500
Silver V8 crew cab, turbo
diesel, 4WD, automatic
pickup w/tow package

(6 1/2 ft.). New tires, new hard bed cover,
leather interior, fully loaded. $17,999.
(813-508-6227)

Chevorlet-3500, 2006
14½ ft. box truck,
1-owner, low miles, very
clean, maintenance
records, white in color,

$16,500. 334-618-1670

Chevrolet 2002 S10: black with cloth interior,
automatic, 6 cyclinder, 201k miles, rebuilt mo-
tor, good condition $3000 Call 334-350-1435.

Ford F150 1988 , new tires, very clean,
runs great, red in color $2500.
334-792-5822.

GMC 1957 Pickup 100 , Bright Red, restored, 350
chevy engine, automatic, vintage air. $16,500
Call 334-805-7769

Honda 2013 Ridgeline RTS .
Less than 5,500 miles,
one-owner Complete
Bumper-to-Bumper
Warranty. Selling due to

health. KBB Price $29,470.00 OBO. 334-379-8733

Isuzu 1997 Hombre, 197k
miles, stick shift, $3599.
Import Auto Group. Call
Ron 334-596-0857 or
Chris 334-446-9990.

Isuzu 1997 Hombre, 197k
miles, stick shift, $3599.
Import Auto Group. Call
Ron 334-596-0857 or
Chris 334-446-9990.

Nissan 2009 Titan 4x4 LE,
red in color, 5.6 liter V-8, 5-sp
automatic with tow package,
20" Alloy wheels, factory
bedliner, leather seats,
350-att, Rockford Fosgate
premium auto system with

6 disc. cd player, 8 speakers including a sub.
power window, seats & rear window, naviga-
tion, adjustable peddles, heated front seats,
moon roof, blue tooth hand free phones sys-
tem, less than 59K miles, $17,500.
334-685-0217 ask for Chuck LOADED!!!!!

Dodge 2003 Grand Caravan ES (Sport) , top of
the line, 119K miles, loaded with extras, tires
are almost new, white in color, excellent
condition, must see to appreciate!! Asking
$4,300 Call 334-726-1651 CLEAN CARFAX!!

1ST PLACE TO CALL FOR ALL OF
YOUR TOWING NEEDS!

Contact Jason Harger at 334-791-2624

CALL FOR TOP PRICE

FOR JUNK VEHICLES

I ALSO SELL USED PARTS
24 HOUR TOWING r 334-792-8664

Got a Clunker
We’ll be your Junker!
We buy wrecked cars
and Farm Equip. at a
fair and honest price!

$300 AND UP!!
"compact cars not included" 334-714-6285

b û We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !

334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714

Guaranteed Highest Prices Paid
Starting at $275. for complete local cars,
trucks, titles or no titles up to 2002.

Also buy farm equipment, semi’s, semi trailers.

7-Days a week from 7a-7p 334-648-5949
We do not buy vehicles with current leins

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

Wanted to buy Junk Cars,
Trucks and Vans
We pay the most !!

Hauled the same day as called.
r Call Jim 334-379-4953

We buy Wrecked Vehicles
Running or not !
334-794-9576 or 344-791-4714



Rising Thunder at JBLM and also 
at the National Training Center at 
Fort Irwin, California.

Partnership beneits
“Our relationship with Japan 

and	most	countries	in	the	Paciic	
region continues to grow and ex-
pand,” Lanza said.

Besides military-to-military 
beneits	 of	 Paciic	 partnering,	
there	are	other	beneits	 that	sow	
goodwill between nations, he 
said. For instance, a lot of the 
armies	 in	 the	 Paciic	 are	 also	
their	 countries’	 primary	 irst	 re-
sponders. The Army plays an 
important role in helping them to 
expand their capacity and build 
more capabilities.

And, in addition to working 
with other militaries, the Army is 
building links to government and 
nongovernmental agencies to co-
ordinate responses, such as with 
the State Department, he said.

The Army is also working 
closely with its sister services. 
“We need the capabilities of all 
the services,” Lanza said, add-
ing that the way ahead requires 
“multicomponent solutions.”

For instance, the Army is work-
ing closely with the Navy’s 7th 
Fleet and the Marine Corps’ III 
Marine Expeditionary Force and 
I MEF. After a recent typhoon in 

the Philippines, the Marines pro-
vided	an	effective	and	rapid	irst	
response and the Army followed 
on to provide sustainment and lo-
gistical support.

“We’re	not	going	to	ight	as	a	
single service anymore,” he em-

phasized.
The Army, he noted, brings 

unique and valuable capabilities 
that nations throughout the Pacif-
ic appreciate. Such capabilities 
include brigades of engineers, 
medical,	ires,	Aviation,	civil	af-

fairs, and military police that add 
layers of “depth and capacity for 
any contingency.”

As for future challenges, Lan-
za said he thinks improving and 
protecting the network and estab-
lishing more robust communica-

tions with partner nations will 
continue to be important. These 
are “growth areas in the Army.”

Another challenge will be 
countering weapons of mass de-
struction, particularly on the Ko-
rean peninsula. I Corps is work-
ing on that with Special Forces 
and with the 20th Chemical, Bio-
logical, Radiological, Nuclear 
and high-yield Explosives Com-
mand, he said.

Bearing fruit
I Corps’ reach extends from 

JBLM to India, Australia, Japan 
and Alaska and includes the 7th 
ID, 593rd Expeditionary Sustain-
ment Command, 25th ID, I Corps 
Forward in Japan and combat 
brigades in Alaska.

“Our forces are extremely 
busy, both globally responsive 
and regionally aligned,” Lanza 
said.

The relationships the Army 
and its sister services bring to the 
Paciic	 region	 are	 now	 bearing	
fruit as a result of the trust and 
teamwork they foster with part-
ner nations, Lanza concluded.

Those relationships will con-
tinue to bear even more fruit in 
the coming years, he said, calling 
it “a return on investment.”

Lanza cautioned that main-
tenance of those relationships 
require	 that	 the	 Paciic	 strategy	
continue to be fully resourced.

Grange would pull the lieutenant colonels 
aside and tell them there’s been a change 
of mission, and they will now be given a 
series of tactical challenges to overcome as 
a team. Grange used the training to get a 
irsthand	 feel	 for	what	 each	oficer	 could	
handle.

Similarly, Kline used the leadership 
stakes	 to	 bond	 with	 his	 younger	 oficers	
and	senior	noncommissioned	oficers	dur-
ing	late	evening	“ireside	chats.”

“I	 found	 that	 the	most	 beneicial	 piece	
for me was the ability to join them during 
the	 evening	 ireside	 chats	 and	 share	 my	
lessons learned,” Kline said. “Young lead-
ers are more likely to learn from and re-
member the mistakes I’ve made during my 
career than they are from me sharing my 
successes. I have been completely trans-
parent during these sessions. I think that 
resonates with the formation.”

One of the things the training was de-
signed to do was force the participants to 
experience some of the hardships they rou-
tinely impose on their Soldiers, he added.

“The platoon level training is the most 
critical building block and arguably the 
most	inluential	leadership	level	within	our	
formation,” Kline said. “I wanted to ensure 
this population of leaders is armed with the 
right skills to allow them to lead from the 
front, which is where they belong.”

One of the instructors in charge of run-
ning the chemical, biological, radiological 
and nuclear lane was Sgt. Jack Johnson, 
a Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry 

Regiment chemical, biological, radiologi-
cal and nuclear specialist, who said he was 
thrilled to be given an opportunity to train 
Soldiers in his specialty.

“This is important because it is a threat 

that’s real in the world,” Johnson said. 
Kline was present for the training every 

day and said he was pleased with the re-
sults.

“The training went very well and the 

leaders were held to the standard. There 
was no free chicken with the lanes. Either 
they got it right and moved on, or they 
were immediately retrained and tested 
again,” he said.

the retiring of this historic aircraft but accepted the 
challenge of writing a new chapter in the history of the 
25th Combat Aviation Brigade. 

“Through everyone’s hard work, we can stand here 

today and say we are ready to deploy and truly exe-
cute our mission,” Martin said. “The ink is always wet 
on our history and you are truly the ones holding the 
pen.” 

The cavalry will have the vital task of assisting the 
local forces and South Korea to discourage aggression 

on the peninsula, while attached to Eighth Army.
“Our history of horses, motorcycles, trucks, tanks 

and helicopters has shown us the true success of the 
cavalry is not based upon the steeds we ride but the 
bold cavalry men who always remained out front of the 
formation,” Martin said.

Bonds: Platoon-level training most critical building block
Continued from Page B1
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Continued from Page B1

Partners: Army brings unique, valuable capabilities to nations

Kiowa: 25th CAB continues mission with new tools
Continued from Page B1

Lt. Gen. Stephen Lanza, I Corps commanding general, is briefed by his staff in the I Corps joint operations center in Camp 
Yongin, South Korea, during a combined arms rehearsal meeting, Aug. 21. Soldiers of I Corps and Third Republic of Korea 
army set up a joint operations center in preparation for the computer-simulation Ulchi Freedom Guardian 2014 exercise at 
Camp Yongin.

PHOTO BY SGT. DANIEL SCHROEDER

756 N. Daleville Ave • Daleville, AL (Outside Daleville/Ft Rucker Gate)

HOME OF THE
WORLD RENOWN
BREAKFAST
BURRITO

598-1794
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Daleville Chamber of Commerce Member

FRIDAY SPECIALpulled pork BBQon a Baked Potatosmoked in-house!

Nothing could be Finer...than eating at THE DINER!

We Patty our FRESH BEEF Burgers!

Sgt. Jack Johnson, Troop D, 3rd Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, a chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear specialist, 
helps secure the mask of a Soldier during the Falcon Leadership Stakes, which were conducted on Fort Stewart, Georgia, Jan. 13 to Friday. 

PHOTO BY SGT. WILLIAM BEGLEY 



People often search for a way to make a 
difference in the beginning of a new year 
and Fort Rucker offers numerous opportu-
nities to improve the community through 
volunteerism.

“People volunteer for a lot of reasons,” 
Mirian Houston, Fort Rucker Army Vol-
unteer Corps manager, said. “Volunteer-
ing allows the community to provide more 
services, especially with the economy and 
hiring of paid personnel.  I have realized 
that when a person volunteers, they are 
more conscientious of what they are do-
ing. 

“Volunteers offer their time, not for com-
pensation, but to give back to the commu-
nity,” she added. “Volunteers support the 
community with a wide variety of skills 
and caring attitudes.”

According to Houston, volunteerism is 
an important tool for helping a community 
continue to grow and for personal or fam-
ily development.

“Giving back to your community is im-
portant,” she said. “Without volunteerism, 
communities would falter.

“It also allows families and their chil-
dren	to	see	the	beneits	of	providing	a	ser-
vice without the expectation of a reward or 
compensation,” she added. “This, in some 
many instances, allows the family to see 

and help meet the needs of other individu-
als and families. 

Volunteering also provides excellent ad-
ditions to a resume and can be a usual tool 
during interviews during a search for em-
ployment, Houston said.

“Volunteering	 is	 a	 terriic	 way	 to	 net-
work with people, which can lead to ev-
erything from getting a great job to making 
more friends,” she said. “It shows a caring, 
selless,	nurturing	side	of	you.”

High school students can also use volun-
teer opportunities to beef up their college 
applications	and	prepare	for	their	irst	step	
into adulthood.

“Volunteering as a youth teaches organi-
zational skills and the importance of giving 
back,” Houston said. “It teaches indepen-
dence.  As high school students, it helps 
them obtain business skills.  The skills ac-
quired	are	beneicial	when	completing	col-
lege application and will assist in landing 
a part time job while in college.”

According to Houston, the wealth of 
volunteer opportunities available in and 
around the local community may be ac-
cessed through the Volunteer Management 
Information System.

“VMIS training is a requirement for 
all volunteers,” she said.  “To be able to 
manage their volunteer hours and other in-
formation, they must be aware of how it 
works.  So VMIS is the one requirement.”

VMIS training is conducted monthly by 

the AVC manager for any individual who 
wishes to access the system and view vol-
unteer opportunities, Houston said.

“VMIS provides the tools to manage 
volunteerism in the local Army communi-
ty, including online recruitment, volunteer 
records storage and easy communication 
with volunteer staff,” she said. “It allows 
individuals to manage their volunteer ser-
vice record, locate an Army volunteer coor-
dinator, apply for volunteer opportunities, 
and record and track volunteer hours.”

According to Houston, there is always a 
need for more volunteers.

“A community can always use more vol-
unteers and more hands to help lift it up,” 
she said. “Fort Rucker has more than 700 
volunteers currently registered. It is the 
most I’ve seen in my career and experi-
ence at other posts. It speaks well of Fort 
Rucker and the community.”

For more information about volunteer 
opportunities and VMIS, visit myarmyo-
nesource.com or call 255-1429.

Students at Fort Rucker Pri-
mary School learned a life les-
son to go along with their cur-
riculum as they celebrated 100 
days in session.

The students participated in 
an activity Friday that not only 
challenged their minds, but 
provided a valuable service for 
animal shelters in the surround-
ing communities, said Yvette 
Esteves-Hurst, FRPS Spanish 
teacher.

As part of the activity, stu-
dents were asked to provide pet 
food to be donated to animal 
shelters in Daleville, Enter-
prise and Ozark in a way that 
incorporated math, science and 
technologies, while also learn-
ing valuable problem-solving 
skills, said Yvette Esteves-
Hurst, FRPS Spanish teacher.

“We came up with a school 
activity designed to promote a 
cooperative partnership among 
students, parents, community 
and staff,” said Esteves-Hurst. 
“Our focus was problem 
solving.  The students decided 
how much food was going 
to be in each bag.  We taught 
lessons that appropriately 
combined math, science and 

technologies.”
The students were tasked 

with sorting the bags by using 
different mathematical mea-
surements – counting by 10s, 
measurements, weight and 
reading a bar graph. A bit of sci-
ence was incorporated by learn-
ing the differences between the 
animals that the food would 
be distributed to, such as dogs 
and cats. And finally, the use of 
technology was integrated by 
use of the smart boards, said the 
Spanish teacher.

The children had to work to-
gether to arrange the donated 
items into separate bags, and 
each bag was only allowed to 
contain 10 items, so once a bag 
was filled, they had to move 
on to another bag until all the 
items had been used to fill the 
bags. 

“This activity is centered on 
students’ learning, and their 
ability to reason and think 
mathematically,” she said. 
“They learned how to count by 
10s, estimate weight and read a 
bar graph.”

This year, the students, with 
the full support of parents and 
faculty, managed to donate a to-
tal of 167 items to be distribut-
ed to the surrounding shelters.

After all the donated items 

were collected and sorted, Es-
teves-Hurst said the items were 
donated to the shelters person-
ally with the help of other FRPS 
staff members.

The event is designed to edu-
cate and promote a cooperative 
partnership among students, 
parents, community and staff, 

she said.
In December, the school par-

ticipated in an activity to gather 
food for local food banks, and 
Estevez-Hurst said they want 
to make sure that people’s four-
legged counterparts weren’t 
forgotten.

“Students at Fort Rucker Pri-

mary School are learning and 
constructing knowledge as a 
result of meaningful and pur-
poseful experiences,” she said. 
“We want to teach the children 
about giving and to think of 
others aside from their selves, 
and the children really did not 
disappoint.”
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Community
VOTING
Soldiers can still 
have their voices 
heard in off-year 
elections 

Story on Page C3

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

Soldiers of 1st Warrant Officer Company, Class 1507, participate in a car wash Saturday to benefit their class. Proceeds from the car wash fund various things like unit coins and the Warrant Officer 
Career College reception, with 10 percent of the proceeds going to local charities.

PHOTO BY NATHAN PFAU

ACS offers volunteer

opportunities across post
By Jeremy Henderson
Army Flier Staff Writer

A T THE C A R WA SH

Students and faculty of Fort Rucker Primary School pose for a photo with the 167 items they collected as part of their 100th 
day in school to be donated to animal shelters in Daleville, Enterprise and Ozark Friday.

COURTESY PHOTO

Primary school students celebrate 100th day of school

Teen (11-18 years old) positions
Agency: School age services - 
homework center.

Position description: The Fort Ruck-
er Child, Youth and School 
Services School Age Ser-
vices Homework Center 
is recruiting for two teen 
volunteers. Volunteers 
will assist students in 
irst-ifth	 grades	 on	 af-
ter-school homework as-
signments, reading clubs 
and other academic classes 
Mondays-Fridays from 2:30-5 
p.m. For more information, call 255-
9108.

Agency: School age services - 
technology lab.

Position description: The technology 

lab is currently looking for teen volun-
teers to share their passion with school 
age services participants. The technology 
lab allows participants to enjoy playing 

games and becoming acquainted 
with skills required to suc-

ceed at the games. They 
work with themes such 
as history, math, science, 
social studies and reading 
Mondays-Fridays from 
2:30-5 p.m.  For more in-

formation, call 255-9108.

Adult positions
Agency: Fort Rucker Arts and Crafts 

Center – stained glass.
Position description: Seeking a vol-

unteer to teach stained glass to youth par-
ticipants on Saturdays. For more informa-
tion, call 255-9020.

MOST WANTED 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Activity teaches life lesson
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On Post
YOUR WEEKLY GUIDE TO FORT RUCKER EVENTS , SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS NOON THURSDAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S EDITION.

Right Arm Night
The Landing Zone will 

host Right Arm Night to-
day from 4-6 p.m. Right 
Arm Night is an Army tra-
dition, promoting a night of 
camaraderie and esprit de 
corps as leaders come to-
gether and treat those who 
help them accomplish the 
mission. Complimentary 
appetizers will be served 
while supplies last. Right 
Arm Night is held every 
month, and both military 
and civilians are welcome. 
For more information, call 
598-8025.

Relocation readiness 
workshop

Army Community Ser-
vice will host its relocation 
readiness workshop Friday 
from 9-10 a.m. in Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 371D. Soldiers 
and spouses who attend will 
receive information from 
the	 military	 pay	 ofice	 on	
beneits,	 entitlements,	 ad-
vance pay, the government 
travel card and more. They 
will also receive informa-
tion on Army Emergency 
Relief and budgeting, pre-
paring for employment 
before moving, compiling 
the necessary documents 
and forms for exceptional 
family members moving 
overseas, and relocation 
checklists and websites to 
help prepare for a move. 

Space is limited, so peo-
ple are encouraged to reg-
ister early by calling 255-
3161 or 255-3735. 

Alabama Shakespeare 
Festival day trip

MWR Central will host 
a day trip to the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival in 
Montgomery Saturday. A 
ticket to the production of 
“Alice in Wonderland” at 2 
p.m. and transportation are 
included. The cost is $30 
per person for ages 3 and 
older -- children under 3 
will not be able go on the 
trip. Buses will depart from 
Fort Rucker at 11:30 a.m. 
and return at about 6:30 
p.m. To sign up, visit MWR 
Central in Bldg. 5700. Reg-
istration will not be taken 
over the phone and will be 
done	 on	 a	 irst	 come,	 irst	
served basis. The event is 
open to the public. 

For more information, 
call 255-2997.

Super Bowl party
Mother Rucker’s hosts a 

Super Bowl party Sunday, 
complete with food and 
drink specials, door prizes 
and more. The event is 
open to the public, ages 18 
and older. For more infor-
mation, call 503-0396.

BOSS Mugs and Kisses
Better Opportunities for 

Single Soldiers will take 
orders for Mugs and Kisses 
Monday-Feb. 9. The cost is 
$7	per	mug	illed	with	can-
dy kisses. Once an order 
has been placed, patrons 
can pick up their Mugs and 
Kisses	on	 the	irst	loor	of	
Bldg. 5700 Feb. 12 or 13 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
The BOSS Team will be 
at a table in the lobby as 
patrons enter the building. 
BOSS will also sell Mugs 
and Kisses during Duel-
ing Pianos Feb. 13 at The 
Landing. To place an order, 
call 379-4594.

ScreamFree Marriage 
Workshop

Fort Rucker’s Fam-

ily Advocacy Program 
will host its ScreamFree 
Marriage Workshop Feb. 
5 from 6–8:30 p.m. at the 
Wings Chapel. The work-
shop is designed to provide 
couples with techniques 
to stay calm in the face of 
common	 marital	 conlicts.	
Attendees will learn the 
keys to creating and enjoy-
ing a deep, lifelong con-
nection, along with a fresh 
approach to marriage. The 
workshop is free to au-
thorized patrons and free 
childcare is available at the 
24-hour child development 
center for couples attend-
ing the workshop. 

For more information, 
call 255-9636. 

ScreamFree Marriage 
train the trainer

Army Community Ser-
vice will host a train the 
trainer session for its 
ScreamFree Marriage 
course Wednesday and Feb. 
5 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at Wings Chapel. The 
train the trainer sessions is 
designed for family profes-
sionals who assist families 
in navigating the stresses of 
military life. The program 
provides an effective cur-
riculum that engages men 
and women to embrace 
their roles as spouses. Fam-
ily professionals will obtain 
practical, repeatable tech-
niques with proven results. 
The sessions are limited 
to 20 people and people 
should sign up by Monday. 

For more information, 
call 255-9636 or 255-3898.

Employment readiness 
class

The Fort Rucker Employ-
ment Readiness Program 
hosts orientation sessions 
monthly in the Soldier Ser-
vice Center, Bldg. 5700, in 
the Army Community Ser-
vice multipurpose room, 
with the next session Feb. 
5. People who attend will 
meet in Rm. 350 at 8:45 
a.m.	 to	 ill	 out	 paperwork	
before going to the multi-
purpose room. The class 
will end at about at 10:15 
a.m. The sessions will in-
form people on the essen-
tials of the program and 

provide job search tips, as 
well. Advance registration 
is required and attendance 
at a session is mandatory 
for participation in the pro-
gram. 

For more information, 
call 255-2594.

African American 
History Month reading

Center Library will 
host a reading for African 
American History Month 
Feb. 6 from 10:15–11 a.m., 
along with a craft activity 
for children ages 2–5. 

For more information, 
call 255-3885.

Financial readiness 
training

Army Community Ser-
vice	 will	 host	 its	 inancial	
readiness training Feb. 
6 from 7:20 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. at the Soldier Service 
Center, Bldg. 5700, Rm. 
284. The training provides 
a practical approach to 
help Soldiers manage their 
money more effectively. 
The training is required for 
all	irst-term	junior	enlisted	
Soldiers – E-1 through E-4. 
Spouses are also encour-
aged to attend. 

For more information, 
call 255-9631 or 255-2594.

Florida Caverns State 
Park Trip

Outdoor recreation will 
host a day trip to explore 
the Florida Caverns State 
Park in Marianna, Florida, 
Feb. 7. This is one of the 
few state parks with dry 
(air-illed)	 caves	 and	 the	
only park in Florida to of-
fer tours to the public. The 
trip will include a tour of 
the caves and, after lunch, 
a hike through the trails at 
the state park. Cost is $25 
for ages 13 and up, and 
$22 for children ages 3–12. 
Price includes admission to 
the cavern tour and hiking, 
as well as transportation. 
Estimated departure time is 
10 a.m. The event is open 
to the public. There are 
only 24 slots available, so 
people need to sign up by 
Monday. 

For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 
255-4305 or 255-2997.

FORT RUCKER Movie Schedule for Jan. 29 - Feb. 1
Thursday, Jan. 29

Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb 
(PG).................................................7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 30

The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 
(PG-13)....................................7 & 10 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 31

Annie (PG) 
..................................................4 & 7 p.m.

Sunday, Feb. 1

Annie (PG)   
.........................................................2 p.m.

TICKETS ARE $6 FOR ADULTS AND $5 FOR CHILDREN, 12 AND UNDER. MILITARY I.D. CARD HOLDERS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 255-2408. 

DFMWR 
Spot light

Dueling Pianos
The Landing will host Dueling Pianos Feb. 13 and 14 from 8 p.m. to midnight in the ballroom. Dueling Pianos is billed as a high-energy, all-request, sing-along, clap-along, 
rock n’ roll comedy piano show. The event is open to the public, ages 16 and older. Advanced tickets are $12 through Feb. 12 and $16 at the door the day of the show. 
VIP tables are also available for $150. VIP tables seat 10 patrons and are guaranteed to be near the stage. For more information, call 598-2426 or 255-9810. 

COURTESY GRAPHIC
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WASHINGTON — Earlier this 
month, Soldiers Army-wide were 
provided electronic or paper Fed-
eral Post Card Applications.

Filling out and returning the 
FPCA is especially important 
if Soldiers and spouses have 
changed duty stations, said Ra-
chel Gilman, Army voting action 
oficer,	Soldiers	Program	Branch,	
Adjutant General Directorate, Hu-
man Resources Command, Fort 
Knox, Kentucky.

The FPCA alerts local election 
oficials	of	the	move	and	is	a	way	
for Soldiers to register using an 
absentee ballot, she said, adding 
that the form is quick and easy to 
ill	out.

Every odd-numbered year is 
considered an “off-year” for vot-
ing since it’s not a presidential 
or mid-term election year. His-
torically, off-year elections draw 
fewer voters to the polls.

So with the November elections 
over, why should Soldiers think 
about voting now?

This year there are several gu-
bernatorial races, mayoral elec-
tions and even some special elec-
tions for Congress, Gilman said. 
At the local level, there are county 
and city elections involving school 
boards, city council and planning 
commission members, county 
prosecutors, judges and so on, de-
pending on the location.

“Local elections are just as 
important as major elections,” 
Gilman said. Soldiers stationed 
far from home have family mem-
bers in their hometowns and they 

themselves may want to someday 
return there. Elections can impact 
a lot of important community is-
sues.

The Army knows it’s important 
that Soldiers be provided voting 
information, she said, so in ad-
dition to alerting Soldiers about 
the FPCA every January, Soldiers 
serving overseas are given a sec-
ond FPCA alert every July, since 
they will be voting absentee and 
since many moves typically occur 
over the summer.

Soldiers who have misplaced 
their Jan. 15 FPCA notice can get 
one by visiting https://www.fvap.
gov/r3.

Since every state administers 
its own voter registration differ-
ently, Gilman encourages Soldiers 
to visit the Federal Voting Assis-
tance Program website at www.
fvap.gov. A map for requesting 
absentee ballots in home states 
can be found at http://www.fvap.
gov/military-voter/registration-
ballots. Soldiers can click on their 

state and territory to get detailed 
information about registration and 
elections.

The FVAP site also gives vot-
ers the option to electronically re-
quest information from local elec-
tion	oficials,	Gilman	said.

“The Army Voting Assistance 
Program operates year-round, 
since elections are always hap-
pening,” Gilman said.

Around the Army, the FVAP is 
owned by commanders. 

“There are unit voting assis-

tance	 oficers	 who’ve	 been	 ap-
pointed and trained. They are 
ready to assist Soldiers and family 
members,” Gilman said, noting 
that besides accessing the FVAP 
website, Soldiers may instead 
choose to see their unit voting as-
sistance	oficers.

Gilman said this year’s FVAP 
slogan, “Be absent, but accounted 
for!” serves as a reminder that Sol-
diers can make their voices heard 
not just in Washington, but in their 
local communities as well.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Voting: Absentee ballots give Soldiers voice

WASHINGTON — A new program is 
training Soldiers to drive commercial trucks 
when they transition out of the Army. 

A Pentagon ceremony recognized a 
partnership between the Industrial Training 
Center at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, the Teamsters 
Military Assistance Program and ABF 
Freight – now helping train Soldiers for 
civilian jobs when they separate. 

Oficials	 estimate	 more	 than	 1	 million	
Soldiers will leave the Army over the next 10 
years. Programs involving industry partners 
and other agencies that prepare veterans for 
jobs are an integral aspect of Soldier For 
Life transition assistance.

“I can’t think of any profession or 
organization	 that	 would	 not	 beneit	 from	
the values our veterans embody,” said Lt. 
Gen. James C. McConville, Army G-1. 
“Our trusted professionals deserve every 
opportunity to apply the skills, knowledge, 
leadership and experience they gained 
during their time in the Army” to the civilian 
workforce. 

McConville emphasized that the Army 
needs to ensure each Soldier’s transition 
provides a smooth takeoff into a civilian 
career.

“We owe it to them to help them leave 
the	Army	career-ready	and	able	to	ind	them	
meaningful employment to continue serving 
their communities with the skills and values 
they learned,” McConville said.

Col. Glenn A. Waters, Fort Sill garrison 
commander, said besides truck driving 
opportunities, installations have a range of 
other options, from electrical engineering, 
construction,	steam	itters	and	so	on.

A year out from separation, Soldiers are 
briefed on programs available to them at 
their installation, he said. Then they can 
volunteer for them and then they go through 
a vetting process by the company to ensure 

they’re	the	right	it.	
The Army does a vetting process as 

well, Waters said, because “we want to put 
the right person in the right job. They’re 
investing money and time and so is the 
Army, so we want to ensure the screening 
process is working.”

Soldiers who do not have experience as 
truck drivers or electrical engineers or in 
other trades are not automatically screened 
out. They might have certain experiences or 
aptitudes that would point to later success 
in	their	new	ields,	he	said.

James P. Hoffa, the general president of 
the International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
emphasized the importance of helping 
transitioning Service members. 

“We have to make that happen,” he said. 
“It’s	a	dream	we’ve	had.	It’s	inally	coming	
together.”

Tim Thorne, president of ABF Freight, 
said helping veterans get jobs is personal, 
since he is an Army veteran himself. 

Veterans are resilient and can quickly 
adapt despite adversity, Thorne said. 

“They can overcome hardships and 
trauma. They can excel, even in the face 
of harsh environments. Veterans have 
advanced team-building skills and strong 
organizational commitment,” Thorne said. 
“There are many times I miss the Army and 
military life.” 

“Veterans bring value to employers, 
schools and communities,” McConville 
said. Proper caring for transitioning Soldiers 
sends a clear signal to those generations of 
Americans who make up the future of the 
All-Volunteer Force.

“Future Soldiers will decide whether to 
serve, based in part, by the way we take 
care of our veterans and how we support 
our transitioning Soldiers as they reintegrate 
back into civilian life,” he added. “We’ve 
got a solemn obligation to take care of our 
Soldiers, even as the Army is in the midst 
of a drawdown.”

PHOTOS BY DAVID VERGUN

James P. Hoffa, general president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, emphasized the 
importance of helping transitioning service members during a Pentagon ceremony Jan. 21.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Army, industry partners prep Soldiers for civilian employment
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The U.S. Army Golden Knights urge Soldiers to make their voices heard by voting.

Call 347-9533 to advertise your church on this page.
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LISTEN TO A LIFE CHANGING MESSAGE OF HOPE

“God So Loved the World”
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“Small things done with great love

will change the world”

Lt. Gen. James C. McConville, deputy chief of staff G-1, spoke during a Pentagon ceremony Jan. 21 
welcoming ABF Freight, a large trucking firm, and the Teamsters Military Assistance Program to the 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Industrial Training Center.
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ANDALUSIA

ONGOING — Andalusia Public Li-
brary offers free practice tests. Patrons 
can choose from more than 300 online 
tests	based	on	oficial	exams	such	as	the	
ACT,	SAT,	GED,	ASVAB,	ireighter,	po-
lice	 oficer,	 paramedic,	 U.S.	 citizenship	
and many more. Patrons may select to 
take a test and receive immediate scor-
ing. Test results are stored in personal-
ized individual accounts, accessible only 
to patrons. Call 222-6612 for more infor-
mation.

DALEVILLE

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6020 Franchise J. Ballard Post 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on State Road 84 every third 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.  Breakfast 
is served Sundays, and games and TV’s 
are available for entertainment. Meetings 
are open to all. The post can host parties, 
weddings, and hails and farewells.  For 
more information, call 598-6211, 598-
1297, 598-6211 or 379-9187. 

DOTHAN

ONGOING — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3073 Wiregrass Post member-
ship meetings are at the post headquarters 
at 1426 Taylor Road every third Tuesday 
of	the	month	at	6:30	p.m.	There	is	a	ish	
fry every Friday night from 5-7 p.m.,  
then karaoke beginning at 6 p.m. Break-
fast is served Sundays from 8-11a.m. The 
post can host parties, weddings, and hail 
and farewells. 

JAN. 31 — Landmark Park will host 
Fred Basset, licensed hummingbird 
bander, will conduct a Hummingbird 
workshop at 10 a.m. in the Interpretive 
Center Auditorium. The program is free 
with paid gate admission. Regular park 
admission is $4 for adults, $3 for children 
and free for members. Registration is re-
quired and people should call the park at 
794-3452 to register.

FEB. 24 – The Dothan Civic Center 
will host the Harlem Globetrotters at 
7 p.m. Ticket prices range from $25 to 
$222. Tickets can be purchased at the Do-
than	Civic	Center	Box	Ofice,	by	calling	

615-3175 or online at www.dothancivic-
center.org. 

ENTERPRISE

ONGOING  — Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6683, John Wiley Brock Post, 
membership meetings are at the post 
headquarters on County Road 537 every 
third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 406-3077, 393-
6499 or 347-7076, or visit the VFW Post 
6683 on Facebook.

ONGOING — The Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans Chapter 9 monthly meetings 
are held on the second Thursday of each 
month at 6 p.m. in the Baptist Center lo-
cated on East Lee Street. For more infor-
mation, call 308-2480 or 475-4373.

ONGOING — The American Legion 
Post 73 meets at the American Legion/
Doer’s Shrine Club building at 200 Gib-
son Street on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, beginning at 8 a.m. The building 
is across the street from the Lee Street 
Baptist Church.  For more information, 
call 347-5961 or 447-8507.

ONGOING — Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 9 Enterprise-Coffee 
County, located at 201 W. Watts St., helps 
veterans with claims Mondays-Thurs-
days from 9-11 a.m. and other times by 
appointment. For more information, call 
308-2480. 

ONGOING — Reformers	Unanimous,	
a national Christ-centered addictions pro-
gram headquartered in Rockford, Illinois, 
is starting a chapter in Enterprise. Faith 
Baptist Church, 4481 Rucker Boulevard, 
will host the program Fridays from 7-9 
p.m. The program is open to all adults 
who struggle with an addiction. For more 
information, call 790-2058.

GENEVA

ONGOING —  The Geneva County 
Relay for Life meets the last Tuesday of 
the month at 6 p.m. at the Citizens Bank. 
For more information, call 248-4495.

MIDLAND CITY

ONGOING — Residents are invited 
to town hall meetings on the first Tues-

day of each month at 5:30 p.m. at Town 
Hall, 1385 Hinton Waters Ave. For more 
information, call 983-3511.

NEW BROCKTON

FEB. 26 — Disabled American Vet-
erans Chapter 99 will meet at 6 p.m. in 
the New Brockton Senior Center, lo-
cated one block behind the police sta-
tion. Food and drinks will be served, 
followed by regular chapter business. 
We also extend an invitation to veter-
ans throughout the Wiregrass to join as 
new members of both DAV and DAV 
Auxiliary. For more information, call 
718-5707.

ONGOING — Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, from 10 a.m. to noon, Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 99 main-
tains a service office in the New Brock-
ton Police Station at 202 South John 
Street. The office will assist veterans 
who were injured or disabled while in 
military service. DAV Service Officers 
helps veterans and their spouses with 
disability compensation claims, Veter-
ans Affairs pensions, death benefits, VA 
medical care, Social Security disability 
benefits, veterans job programs, home-
less veterans services and other veteran 
services. All veteran services are pro-
vided free of charge. For more informa-
tion, call 718-5707. 

 

OZARK

FEB. 22 — The Lively Stones Minis-
tries Worship Center will host a Black 
History Month program titled  “Past, 
Present and Future” at 3 p.m. 

ONGOING — The Ann Rudd Art 
Center offers free art lessons for chil-
dren ages 5 and older. The young stu-
dent class is Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
noon, and the adult-teen class is from 
12:30-3 p.m. Slots are on a first come, 
first served basis. For more informa-
tion, call 774-7922.

ONGOING — Every Monday 
through Friday, aerobic classes are open 
to the public at the Autrey Recreation 
Center from 8-10 a.m. Call 774-2042 
for more information.

PINCKARD

ONGOING — The public is invited 
to the Cross Country Workshop every 
Sunday	at	6	p.m.	at	the	Pinckard	United	
Methodist Church. For more informa-
tion, call 983-3064.

SAMSON

ONGOING — The Samson City 
Council meets monthly the first and 
third Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. at the Sam-
son Community Center. 

ONGOING —  American Legion 
Post 78 meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

TROY

ONGOING — The Pioneer Muse-
um of Alabama invites people to learn 
to cook like a pioneer. The museum’s 
Hearthside Meals offers the opportunity 
to learn to cook in a Dutch oven and on 
a wood stove, and then participants get 
to enjoy the meal. Cost is $15 per per-
son, and includes the cooking class and 
the three-course meal. Pre-registration 
is required and is limited to 15 people. 
For more information or to book a spot, 
call 334-566-3597.

ONGOING — Troy Bank and Trust 
Company sponsors senior dance nights 
every Saturday night from 7-10 p.m. at 
the J.O. Colley Senior Complex. The 
complex is transformed into a dance 
hall and features music from the 40s, 
50s, and 60s with finger foods and re-
freshments. For more information, call 
Janet Motes at 808-8500.

WIREGRASS AREA

ONGOING — The Marine Corps 
League, Wiregrass Det. 752, welcomes 
all Marines, Navy corpsmen and chap-
lains, and their families, to its monthly 
meetings. Meetings are held the first 
Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.  At-
tendees are welcome to arrive early for 
food and camaraderie. The next meet-
ing will be at the armory at the corner 
of Westgate Parkway and Choctaw in 
Dothan. For more information, call 
718-4168 or 805-7335.

Wiregrass community calendar
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE YOUR EVENT, EMAIL JIM HUGHES WITH ALL THE DETAILS AT JHUGHES@ARMYFLIER.COM.

Eagle Awareness Weekends
Lake Guntersville State Park invites people to partici-

pate in Eagle Awareness Weekends now through Feb. 22 
to observe and study the national symbol – the bald ea-
gle.

 Eagle Awareness began in 1985 to coincide with the 
bald eagle restoration in Alabama. Between 1985 and 
1991, 91 bald eagles were released throughout the state. 
Next year marks the 30th anniversary of this family-
friendly educational program. 

Eagle Awareness Weekends feature live bird demonstra-
tions and programs provided by notable speakers, guided 
ield	trips	for	viewing	eagles	in	their	natural	habitat,	and	
the natural beauty of the mountains and Lake Gunters-
ville.

For more information, visit http://www.alapark.com/
LakeGuntersville/.

Beaks and Barks
The Huntsville Botanical Gardens hosts its Beaks and 

Barks Winter Festival now through Feb. 28. There will be 
events throughout the period, and people can also explore 
the Lewis Birding Trail, take classes on birding and join 
the global Great Back Yard Bird Count. People are also 
welcome to bring their favorite four-legged friend to the 
garden, which includes a no-leash zone. To get to the gar-
dens, take I-565 Exit 15 onto Bob Wallace Avenue. The 
garden is east about one-half mile on the right side of the 
road. Admissionis free for members, and costs $12 for 
adults and $8 for children ages 3-18.

For more information, visit http://www.hsvbg.org/.

Wild Cave Tour
Fort Payne offers its Wild Cave Tour of Manitou Cave 

– about three hours long – now through March 16. The 
adventure is designed for people ready to explore the cave 
on their knees and on their bellies in mud and tight tun-
nels. The adventure includes a helmet, cave lamps and an 
informative guide. There is a two-person minimum. Cost 
is $35.50 per person. People need meet at True Adventure 
Sports. 

For more information or directions, call 256-997-9577, 
423-653-8804 or visit http://www.trueadventuresports.com.

Valentine’s Cruise
Montgomery’s Harriott II offers an intimate Valentine’s-

themed couples cruise Feb. 12-14, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
The cruise is two hours long, and includes a surf-and-turf 
dinner, three roses, live entertainment and more. Cost is 
$155 per couple. 

For more information, call 334-625-2100 or visit www.
funinmontgomery.com.

Mardi Gras goes to dogs
Apalachicola will host its Mardi Gras Parade Feb. 7 

with the theme, Barkaritaville. People are welcome to 
dress themselves and their dogs in tropical parrot-head 
costumes and celebrate Mardi Gras Apalach style. People 
can walk, ride in golf carts, pull wagons, push strollers, 
or come up with another unique form of transportation. 
The	parade,	 for	 the	beneit	of	 the	Franklin	County	Ani-
mal Shelter and the Apalachicola Dog Park, begins at 1 
p.m. at the Bowery and winds through town, ending at 
Bowery Station, where the party will continue with mu-
sic, dancing, Cajun food and contests. Registration is $5 
per person. 

For information or to pre-register, call 850-670-5064. 

Beyond Briefs

In a show of customer appreciation, Ala-
bama State Parks will offer free camping 
during its Customer Appreciation Days 
from Feb. 8-12. 

During the event, campers can stay for up 
to	ive	nights	based	upon	the	availability	of	
campsites. The free camping offer applies 
to both improved and primitive sites, but 
is not available to extended-stay campers. 
Prior or day-of reservations are welcome. 

In addition to free camping, Alabama 
state parks will also offer 50 percent off 
lodging at parks with hotels and cabins dur-
ing its Customer Appreciation Days. The 
discount applies to regular seasonal rates on 
all lodge and hotel rooms, cabins, chalets 
and cottages. Lodging tax is not included in 
the Customer Appreciation Days offer.

“In recent years, our visitors and partners 
have continued to show their support for 
Alabama	State	Parks	during	tough	inancial	
times,” said Greg Lein, state parks Director. 
“These Customer Appreciation Days are in-
tended as a show of gratitude to everyone 

who enjoys the state’s park system. We ap-
preciate their support.”

To take advantage of the Customer Ap-
preciation Days free camping and discount-
ed lodging offers, contact the individual 
parks for availability and to make reserva-
tions. 

For individual park contact informa-
tion, visit alapark.com or call 1-800-ALA-
PARK.

Alabama State Parks Customer Appreci-
ation	Days	are	the	irst	in	a	series	of	upcom-
ing state park specials. 

In 2015, the park system’s theme will be 
“Bring a Friend,” which encourages regular 
visitors to invite a friend who has never ex-
plored an Alabama state park. 

For more details about “Bring a Friend,” 
visit alapark.com in the coming months.

The Alabama State Parks Division oper-
ates and maintains 22 state parks encom-
passing approximately 48,000 acres of land 
and water. These Parks rely on visitor fees 
and the support of other Partners like local 
communities to fund the majority of their 
operations.  To learn more about Alabama 
State Parks, visit www.alapark.com.

State parks to offer free camping Feb. 8-12
Alabama Tourism Department
Press Release



JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-FORT	 SAM	 HOUSTON,	
Texas	 —	An	Army	 oficer,	 who	
was severely wounded in a shoot-
ing at Fort Hood last year, is using 
his near-death experience to give 
others a new lease on life.

“I believe I was given a second 
chance,” said 1st Lt. John Arroyo, 
who is recovering at Brooke Army 
Medical Center in San Antonio. “I 
hope my story inspires others to 
realize that it’s never too late to 
make a change or to make a dif-
ference.”

Arroyo had three deployments 
under his belt when he arrived at 
Fort Hood, deep in central Texas, 
in November 2013. The Califor-
nia native had enlisted in 1998 as 
a truck driver, but jumped at the 
opportunity to become a Green 
Beret just a few years later. After 
a dozen years in Special Forces, 
Arroyo was commissioned and 
selected for the Medical Service 
Corps. 

He was assigned to the 1st 
Medical Brigade at Fort Hood as a 
platoon leader. On April 2, Arroyo 
was pulling into brigade head-
quarters parking when he heard 
shots	ired.	

He had just stepped out of his 
car as another car parked close 
by. He had no idea the driver was 
Army Spc. Ivan Lopez, who was 
just minutes into a shooting spree 
across post. Lopez had already 
shot and killed two Soldiers and 
wounded more than a dozen oth-
ers in another building by the time 
he pulled into the brigade parking 
lot.

The next shot Arroyo heard was 
the one that ripped through his 
throat. Gasping for breath, Arroyo 
stumbled back to his car and fell 
to the ground. He lay there, bleed-
ing profusely and struggling to 
breathe. 

“I thought, ‘Is this it? Am I go-
ing to die?’” he recalled. “But 
then I heard a voice telling me to 
get up, to hurry and get up.”

With his wife and three children 
in mind, Arroyo drew on his last 
reserves of strength to stand up 

and	ind	help.	He	held	his	 throat	
to staunch the bleeding and stum-
bled toward a man. He suddenly 
realized he was about to seek aid 
from the shooter.

“I was within 10 feet of him, 
but he never saw me,” he said. 
“He walked right past me into 
the building and started shooting 
again.” 

A few Soldiers spotted Arroyo 
from across the parking lot. They 
called out: “Soldier, are you OK?” 
He was somehow able to answer: 
“I’ve been shot.” With no time to 
spare, they raced Arroyo to Carl 
R. Darnall Army Medical Center. 

Meanwhile, the shooter was 
confronted seconds later by a mili-
tary	police	oficer.	She	ired	a	shot	
at him and he responded by com-
mitting suicide. Four Soldiers, in-
cluding Lopez, were killed and 16 
others wounded that day.

Critically injured, Arroyo was 
rushed to surgery and transferred 
to Scott and White Memorial 
Hospital for further care. 

He was told his voice box and 
right arm were damaged beyond 
repair. Yet, two months later, 
he was talking again and, after 
months of intense rehabilitation at 
the Center for the Intrepid, has re-

gained the use of his right hand. 
His swift recovery wasn’t sur-

prising, he said.
“I was given a second chance 

by God,” Arroyo said. “I should 
have died in the parking lot that 
day. I believe I am here for a pur-
pose and will continue to heal.”

Hoping to inspire others, Ar-
royo began sharing his story with 
everyone from inmates to students 
to fellow patients and service 
members. “I want everyone to re-
alize that if they’re breathing, they 
have the opportunity for a second 
chance.”

Arroyo returned to Fort Hood 

last month to speak at the hospi-
tal’s Holiday Ball and to thank the 
staff for saving his life. One of the 
nurses was in tears after Arroyo 
told her another Soldier who had 
been shot in the spinal cord was 
walking again, thanks in part to 
her care.

“I went back to the spot where I 
was shot,” he said. “And I wasn’t 
upset at what had happened. I felt 
grateful that I was given a second 
chance to make a difference.

“I don’t focus on tomorrow – I 
inish	 today,”	 he	 added.	 “And	 I	
plan to make each day count for 
something.”
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By Elaine Sanchez
Brooke Army Medical Center
Public Affairs

Shooting victim seeks to inspire others
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Army 1st Lt. John Arroyo works on strengthening his right hand while his occupational therapist, Katie Korp, looks on at the Center for the Intrepid in Brooke Army Medical Center’s 
rehabilitation center at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston, Texas, Jan. 16.

PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii — Lt. Col. 
George Corbari shared his own personal 
story against the struggles of suicidal 
thoughts and discussed strategies service 
members can use to help themselves over-
come similar obstacles during a suicide 
awareness presentation at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam Memorial Chapel Jan. 
14.

Corbari,	strategic	plans	and	policy	ofi-
cer	at	U.S.	Army	Paciic,	shared	his	own	
story during the presentation, “Piercing 
the	 Darkness:	 Redeining	 Perceptions	
about Suicide.” During his remarks, he 
discussed modest, employable strategies 
Service members and senior leadership 
can employ in the workplace to aid against 
suicidal ideations.

According to Capt. William Kennedy, 
command chaplain for the commander 
of Navy Region Hawaii, raising suicide 
awareness is vital to accomplishing the 
Navy’s mission, as each Sailor and their 
family plays an integral part toward the 
Navy’s success.

“The Navy’s position is that each one 
of you, each one of your family members, 

each one of your shipmates, is invaluable,” 
Kennedy said.

In the case of Corbari, life seemed to 
spiral out of control in 2009 when his son 
attempted to take his life, when he and his 
wife’s yearlong adoption process almost 
unraveled,	and	inally	when	his	son-in-law	
was severely injured by an improvised ex-
plosive device during his deployment to 
Afghanistan.

Hiding his emotions from his wife and 
feeling as though he had no one to turn to, 
Corbari said he began to internalize his 
feelings and blame himself for the events 
that had unfolded.

“When you get to a point that those 
things become so crushing to you, your 
mind starts to play some tricks on you and 
that’s when you start to get into the dark-
ness,” Corbari said.

It wasn’t until friends he met during 
intermediate level education noticed him 
“checking out,” and confronted him that 
he was able to navigate through his feel-
ings and pull himself out of the darkness 
he found himself in.

“They attacked what was important 
to me, what they knew I really valued, 
and that’s how they were able to break 
through the darkness,” he said. “So, it was 
what they did for me that helped me start 
to process things the right way and saved 

me from doing something harmful to my-
self.”

Corbari said trustworthy relationships 
between service members and shipmates 
can go a long way toward opening avenues 
of communications for someone who may 
be having suicidal ideations.

“If you don’t know me, you also don’t 
know the things to drill in me that are im-
portant to me,” he said. “And you can ask 
me	the	questions,	but	I	may	delect	them,	
I may lie to you. It doesn’t require huge 
amounts of training, just me building re-
lationships with my shipmates can help 
someone from doing harm to themselves 
or me from doing harm to myself.”

Lt. Cdr. Tom Bingol, a Navy chaplain 
assigned to Navy Information and Op-
eration Center Hawaii, echoed Corbari’s 
sentiments, and expressed the importance 
trustworthy relationships play in raising 
suicide awareness throughout the ranks 
and preventing suicide.

“Corbari really has ‘his hand on a pulse’ 

that relationships and the connectedness 
of the relationship makes all the difference 
in being successful in preventing suicide 
and creating a network of support,” Bin-
gol said. “It reminded me of an old saying, 
‘People don’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care,’ and, 
in a nutshell, by knowing how much you 
care for people enables us to actually go 
into the dark spaces of their life and walk 
with them toward better alternatives and 
recovery.”

For Logistics Specialist 1st Class Lisa 
Mendez,	 assigned	 to	 U.S.	 Navy	 Supply	
Systems Command Fleet Logistics Center, 
Corbari’s story reinforced the notion that a 
person’s career will not end because they 
may be struggling with suicidal ideations.

“When a person speaks out about their 
struggle with suicide and is that much 
higher ranking, it really sets the tone that 
it’s not going to end your career,” Mendez 
said. “And at the end of the day, a lot of 
people are worried about that.”

By Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Johans Chavarro
Navy Public Affairs Support Element 
West-Hawaii

Army colonel raises suicide awareness from green to blue
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Lt. Col. George Corbari, assigned to Army Pacific Command, leads a suicide awareness and prevention presen-
tation for service members stationed at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 



ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, Ill. 
– Retired Army Sgt. Jason Smith 
deployed to southern Afghanistan 
March 25, 2012, for an eight-month 
deployment.

During the halfway mark, on July 
25, 2012, an improvised explosive 
device detonated, causing severe in-
juries to Smith’s arms and hands, and 
amputation of both his legs.

After hearing his story, the staff 
and students from John Hersey High 
School in Arlington Heights, decided 
that they wanted to do something 
to give back to Smith. Nov. 11, the 
students started ‘Team Jason’ in con-
junction with STEPS2HOPE, an 
organization that rehabs and builds 
homes for wounded veterans. A 
school effort began raising money to 
build a home for Smith and his fam-
ily in the State of Georgia where they 
reside. 

“Mr.	(James)	Miks	(JHHS	teacher	
and	coach)	met	Jason	Smith	during	
an honor for him at Northwestern 
(University),	and	he	was	so	moved	
by his story that he wanted to help 
him out,” said Owen Connor, senior 
at JHHS. “So we started fundraising 
for Jason to build him a new home.”

Carolyn Niersbach, a senior at 
JHHS, stated that generally the vari-
ous student groups and organizations 
fundraise individually for their differ-
ent causes, but this effort for Smith 
brought the groups and organizations 
together in one combined effort.

“This fundraiser has come to be 
characterized by student initiative 
and we’ve seen a lot of our clubs and 
our student organizations all come 
together for one fundraising theme,” 
said Niersbach. “To all come togeth-
er for Jason has been really impor-
tant for our school, and we’ve seen 
it have a huge impact on the whole 
culture.”

The students began fundraising 
for Smith near Veterans Day. They 
attempted fundraising by not just 
asking for donations, but trying to in-
corporate it in a fun manner such as 
a gingerbread house-building com-
petition, during basketball games, 
and throughout the school’s student 
clubs. 

In about a month’s period, the stu-
dents raised $18,000 towards a home 
for Smith. 

“To me, it is incredible that we 
were able to all come together as a 
school to raise that much money,” 
said Mili Pandya, JHHS senior.

According to Connor, previous to 
the fundraiser for Smith, the students 
had just completed a canned food 
fundraiser, raising over 51,000 cans. 

“It’s amazing that we raised that 
much	(for	Smith)	because	a	lot	of	stu-
dents spent their own money on cans 
… buying cans,” said Connor. “After 
that, it’s amazing that we could raise 
this much money while everyone’s 
buying Christmas gifts. It’s amazing 
how much everyone gave.”

Following the fundraiser, the stu-
dents and staff invited Smith to their 
school Dec. 19 to honor him and 

present him with a ceremonial check 
representing the $18,000 to build his 
home. An estimated 2,000 students, 
staff and community members par-
ticipating in Smith’s effort attended 
the ceremony at JHHS.

Army Reserve Soldiers from the 
85th Support Command, based in 
Arlington Heights, were also invited 
to participate in the ceremony honor-
ing Smith.

Lt. Col. Craig Lanigan, Maj. Law-
rence Reid, and Staff Sgt. Terence 
Barron came from the local Army 
Reserve unit in support of Smith.

“I came out today just to support 
a fellow Soldier in what he’s been 
through,” said Barron, who has 
served on two deployments. “It’s 
always good to be around someone 
like	 that.	 It’s	 the	irst	 time,	 for	me,	
honoring someone like this.”

Smith enlisted as in infantryman 
in	 the	 U.S.	Army	 in	 2009.	 Before	
his 2012 deployment, he served at 
Camp Casey, South Korea, and at 
Fort Lewis, Washington.

On July 25, 2012, Smith was con-
ducting a class to members of the 
Afghan National Army when they 
heard an explosion. While initiating 
a battle damage assessment, a second 
IED went off near Smith. 

“I	did	a	back	lip	…	I	was	con-
scious the whole time. The dust set-
tled,	(and)	I	called	(out	to)	the	Soldier	
that pulled security. He was lying 
down. I thought it was him who got 
hurt, so I tried to crawl to him, real-
izing that I couldn’t move … then I 
knew it was me. I didn’t realize how 
bad it was. I was on my stomach at 
the time,” said Smith. “So I was kick-
ing	my	feet	(identifying)	that	I	could	

feel them. It was cool. I was mov-
ing my hands. I saw [that] my hands 
were mangled up, [and] they looked 
pretty bad. 

“My squad leader and saw gunner 
jumped up on me real quick. And 
they applied some tourniquets. They 
lipped	 me	 over	 and	 I	 lost	 my	 leg	
above my knee on my left leg, and 
(my	leg)	below	my	knee	on	my	right	
leg,” he said.

Following the injury, Smith spent 
near two months in the hospital and 
then followed with four and a half 
months in rehabilitation. 

“It was very tough … grueling to 
learn how to do everything again,” 
said Smith. “The blast put me in 
shock.	I	(felt)	more	angry	than	any-
thing. At the time of the impact, I was 
afraid that my girlfriend was going 
to	leave	me.	(I	thought)	I	was	never	
going to be able to do certain things 
(again).”

Surprisingly, Smith added that this 
incident turned his life for the better.

“It’s probably the best thing that 
ever happened to me,” Smith said. 
“After my injuries, my girlfriend 
broke up with me, but I met (Lau-
ren)	my	wife	last	Christmas.	We	got	
married in September, and we have a 
baby,	Lila	Gean,	(who)	was	born	in	
November. She’s 5 weeks old. It’s the 
best thing that could have happened 
to me. You don’t know what could 
have	happened	(in	Afghanistan).	The	
next day, I could have been shot in 
the neck or the face. And I wouldn’t 
have had the opportunity to start a 
family … my family.”

C6 ★JANUARY 29, 2015 ❘ARMYFLIER.COM

PHOTO BY MARC BARNES

E.J. Carter, the first patient at Fort Belvoir Community Hospital, smiles at staff members 
upon arriving at the new hospital from DeWitt Army Community Hospital, Aug. 31, 2011. 
The new state-of-the-art hospital was built through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

By David Vergun
Army News Service

Army Corps of Engineers improves VA, Army medical facilities
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• Hair
• Skin
• Makep

ENTERPRISE
West Gate Center
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2 weeks guaranteed*

Our quality policy is to

provide state of the art

training to help you convert

your aircraft maintenance

experience into an FAA
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IA, or FCC rating.

678-637-5145
www.globalschoolofaeronautics.com

www.getmyap.com
*with proper paperwork

Gainesville, GA

A&P

Pick-of-the-litter
Meet Emma. She is a 2-year-old, short-hair female Tortoiseshell cat available for adop-
tion at the Fort Rucker stray facility. She is extremely friendly and affectionate. Adoption 
fees vary per species and needs of animal, which includes all up-to-date shots, the first 
round of age-appropriate vaccinations, microchip and spaying or neutering. For more 
information on animal adoptions, call the stray facility at 255-0766, open from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. All adoptable animals are vet checked and tested for felv/fiv (for cats) or heart-
worm for dogs (over six months) and on flea prevention. The facility needs donations 
such as dry or canned foods for cats, dogs, kittens and puppies, as well as blankets, 
toys and towels. Donations can be dropped off at the stray facility. Visit the Fort Rucker 
stray facility’s Facebook page at http:// www.facebook.com/fortruckerstrayfacility/ for 
constant updates on the newest animals available for adoption.
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Turns out your mom was right all along.
Army Medicine asks you to remember 

what mom said and create better sleep habits 
for your family, starting with your children. 

When children learn good sleep habits, 
those habits can last a lifetime. What exactly 
are the sleep needs for adolescents and teens? 
How should parents encourage them to de-
velop better sleep habits? 

According to the National Sleep Founda-
tion, children aged 5-12 need 10-11 hours of 
sleep. At that age, demands for homework, 
sports and social activities are increasing. 
Very likely, adolescents are focused on tele-
vision, computers and the Internet – they also 
consume products containing caffeine. Com-
bined, these things interfere with good sleep 
habits. 

Watching television and the use of per-
sonal electronic devices right before bed can 
especially be a misery for parents, leading to 
bedtime struggles, sleep anxiety and fewer 
hours sleeping. 

Poor or inadequate sleep in adolescence 
leads to poor moods in association with be-
havioral problems and a negative effect on 
learning in school.

What should parents do to help develop 
good sleep habits for their adolescents? The 
National Sleep Foundation has the following 
recommendations. 

Reinforce the need with your school-•	
aged children to develop healthy sleep 
habits.
Emphasize need for regular and consis-•	

tent sleep schedule and bedtime routine. 
Encourage sleep by keeping the kid’s •	
bedroom dark, cool and quiet. 
Keep television and computers out of the •	
bedroom. 
Monitor caffeine consumption. •	

Teens fall into a special category when it 
comes to sleep. They are often overwhelmed 
by school, sports, social interaction and fam-
ily demands. Parents need to focus on their 
teen’s sleep habits as much as and perhaps 
more than any other age group of their chil-
dren. 

Most parents of teens do not need to be 
told how combative and moody teens can 
be. Yet, teens who do not get enough sleep 
can be even more moody than normal, have 
conlict	with	friends	and	family,	and	struggle	
academically. 

According to the National Sleep Founda-
tion, most teens need more than nine hours 
of sleep each night. Teens, on average, do not 
get enough sleep; however, one study found 
that only 15 percent of teens reported sleep-
ing at least 8 1/2 hours on school nights and 
overall 70 percent of teens do not get enough 
sleep. 

It is perfectly normal for teens to have 
sleep habits that frustrate parents. During ad-
olescence and teen years, sleep habits natu-
rally shift toward later times for both sleeping 
and waking – some teens cannot fall asleep 
before 11 p.m. 

Teens may have sleep habits that vary on 
different days of the week – they typically 
stay up late during the week when allowed to 
and sleep late on the weekends. Such habits 
hurt their quality of sleep. 

You may already have a debate in your 
community regarding later school start times 
for teens. According to an article on the Sci-
entiic	American	website,	later	school	times	
improve academic performance, increase 
attendance, reduce teen depression and de-
crease the number of student drivers involved 
in car crashes. 

Lack of sleep can be downright dangerous 
when teens get behind the wheel. Drowsiness 
and falling asleep while driving are factors in 
more than 100,000 car crashes every year. A 
National Sleep Foundation survey found that 
15 percent of drivers in grades 10-12 reported 
driving drowsy at least once a week. These 
drivers are at high risk to be in an accident.

What should you do to encourage your 
teens to do to improve sleep quality? The 
National Sleep Association also has these 
recommendations for parents to help teens 
get better sleep. 

•	Keep	the	teen’s	bedroom	cool,	dark	and	
quiet. 

•	Cut	out	the	caffeine	after	dinner.	
•	Establish	bed	and	wake	up	times	and	en-

courage teens to follow them, even on week-
ends to help teens feel less tired. 

•	Avoid	 the	 television,	computer	and	cell	
phone for one hour before bedtime.

•	 Limit	 eating	 or	 exercise	 close	 to	 bed-
time. 

•	Make	sure	homework	is	not	left	for	the	
last minute. 

Note that getting the children to bed on 
time	allows	a	beneit	for	the	parents,	as	well.	
They, too, can go to sleep earlier, improving 
their	own	mental	itness	and	resilience.	

So, mom was right all along.

One of the fastest growing 
recreational sports in the U.S. is 
gaining popularity on Fort Rucker, 
and the Directorate of Family, 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
stepped up the fun quotient with its 
Winter Fling Disc Golf tournament 
Saturday.

Twenty three people braved the 
cold, windy outdoors for several 
hours of friendly competition and 
camaraderie at the tournament that 
welcomed people from surround-
ing communities, as well as those 
from as far away as Panama City 
Beach, Florida.

Participants competed in differ-
ent categories, including advanced, 
amateur and junior, and trophies 
were awarded to winners in each 
category.

The winners in each category 
were (Not all last names were pro-
vided	in	the	inal	standings.):	Derek,	
advanced male winner, who shot a 
total of 99; Stephanie Woodard, ad-
vanced female winner, who shot a 
total of 133; Steven Gnau, amateur 
winner, with a total of 115; Oliver, 
advanced over 45 winner, with a to-
tal of 114; and Cad Outlaw, juniors 
winner, with a total of 173. 

Although the tournament is ul-
timately a competition, for Randy 

Hiers, civilian participant who has 
been playing disc golf for about 30 
years, said for him the sport is less 
about the competition and more 
about the fellowship.

“It’s all about meeting people and 
you get to meet new people all the 
time,” he said. “If I see someone on 
the course I’m going to come over 
and shake their hand and introduce 
myself. It’s just great and that’s 

what it’s about.”
Hiers, who started playing disc 

golf by throwing in parking lots, 
played his round with fellow disc 
golfer, Chris Whittle, civilian par-
ticipant, and his wife, Ashley, who 
both drove up from Panama City 
Beach to participate.

The Whittles said the sport is a 
good opportunity for them to meet 
up with friends and spend a recre-

ational day in good company.
Woodard traveled from Mobile 

to participate in the tournament 
with her father, Glen, and said it’s 
a sport she’s familiar with.

“I play a lot of the courses back 
at school and I just really enjoy it a 
lot,” she said.

The course, located at Beaver 
Lake, is an 18-hole, 55-par course 
that follows the Beaver Lake trail, 

for the most part. It offers varying 
levels	of	dificulty	with	very	basic	
holes with no hazards or trees, to 
more advanced holes with water 
traps and obstacles.

The rules of disc golf are much 
like the game of ball golf in that the 
goal is to use as few strokes as pos-
sibly to throw a disc from a desig-
nated spot into a basket.

Disc golf has been around for 
quite some time, but was formal-
ized in the 70s, and began to gain 
most of its popularity in the 90s 
and early 2000s among the college 
crowd, and according to the Pro-
fessional Disc Golf Association, 
which has more than 50,000 mem-
bers, there are more 4,000 courses 
around the world.

Another one of the draws of disc 
golf is that it is a non-contact sport 
that is open to all ages, and play-
ing an entire round of disc golf, 18 
holes, takes anywhere from 45-90 
minutes, depending on the amount 
of players, and costs little to no 
money.

People can visit the Fort Rucker 
Physical Fitness Facility to check 
out a disc and give it a try. There is 
a $10 deposit required per disc. The 
course is open to the public. Disc 
check-out is open to authorized pa-
trons only. 

For more information, call 255-
2296.
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Sports  
SUPER BOWL
Professional athletes 
salute soldiers 

Story on Page D3

By Nathan Pfau
Army Flier Staff Writer

and Health

Fast-growing sport gains popularity on post

Sleep: Army suggests to follow mom’s advice, get more rest 
By Ronald W. Wolf
Army Medicine

Stephanie Woodard, civilian participant and advanced female winner, tosses a disc at one of the baskets on the disc golf 
course during the Winter Fling Disc Golf Tournament Saturday at Beaver Lake.
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GLENDALE, Arizona — The National 
Football League continued its tradition of 
honoring America’s troops Sunday as par-
ticipants in the 2015 NFL Pro Bowl ex-
pressed their appreciation to service mem-
bers serving overseas.

The Pro Bowl serves as a celebratory 
all-star game for NFL players voted to the 
game by fans, their peers and coaches. This 
year’s game, in front of a sellout crowd of 
63,225 people, included many nods to U.S. 
service members.

Spectators	 enjoyed	 a	lyover	 from	F-35	
Lightning	II	joint	strike	ighters	from	nearby	
Luke Air Force Base, while Arizona-based 
service	members	unfurled	a	football	ield-
length	lag	for	the	national	anthem	and	the	
Arizona National Guard served as the color 
guard before the start of the game.

Led by team captains and Pro Football 
Hall of Fame wide receivers Cris Carter and 
Michael Irvin, Pro Bowl players expressed 
their thanks to troops stationed abroad for 
their service and wished them well as they 
watch Super Bowl XLIX on Feb. 1.

‘You’re the real heroes’
“U.S. troops, we’re praying for you,” 

Carter said. “We believe in you. You’re 
the real heroes. Even though you’re watch-
ing some great athletes – watching a great 

game – believe me, everyone back here on 
the mainland, we know who the real heroes 
are.

“They’re you,” he continued. “God bless 
each and every one of your families, and we 
appreciate what you do upholding what we 
call our USA. Thank you very much. God 
Bless each and every one of you. Enjoy the 
Super Bowl.”

Irvin also provided a passionate thanks to 
all service members, whom he dubbed as 
really being “America’s team.”

“I can’t tell you how much and how 
many times I have heard, as I travel this 
country, people say, ‘Michael, you play for 
America’s team,’ talking about the Dallas 
Cowboys,” he said. “Yeah, that’s all cool, 
but the true understanding of America’s 
team – that’s you guys. We appreciate you 
being America’s team. Because of you, we 
get to enjoy games like this, because we 
know we’re protected.

“I can’t tell you enough – thank you,” he 
added. “We love you, man. We appreciate 

each and every one of you. Enjoy the Super 
Bowl.”

More shoutouts
Pro Bowl players were equally expan-

sive in expressing their gratitude for U.S. 
troops’ service.

“Thanks for your service. Enjoy the Su-
per Bowl,” Chicago Bears tight end Mar-
tellus Bennett said. “Watch for my brother, 
Michael, of the Seahawks. I appreciate you 
all.”

Baltimore Ravens players Justin Forsett 
and C.J. Mosley also offered their apprecia-
tion and some advice.

“Godspeed,” Forsett said. “We appreci-
ate all that you guys do for us serving this 
country. Much respect.”

“Thank you for serving,” Mosley said. 
“We appreciate everything you’re doing 
and good luck over there. Don’t get too 
hot.”

Denver Broncos wide receiver Emmanu-
el Sanders gave his “shoutout” to the troops 
after the game.

“Shoutout to the troops overseas,” he 
said. “Love ya’ll. Thank ya’ll for what ya’ll 
do. Enjoy watching the Super Bowl.”

Oakland Raiders tight end Marcel Re-
ese capped off the night, also encouraging 
troops overseas to enjoy their time watch-
ing the NFL’s championship game.

“To all the troops watching the Super 
Bowl,” he said, “enjoy it. Thank you for all 
your service.”
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GLENDALE, Ariz. — With the National Football 
League’s all-star game in the rear-view mirror, anticipation 
for	the	league’s	championship	–	the	inal	pro	football	game	
of the year – begins.

The Seattle Seahawks and New England Patriots, the 
teams preparing to square off Sunday in Super Bowl XLIX, 
shared their appreciation for U.S. service members serving 
overseas during media availabilities in Glendale Monday.

Pete Carroll, head coach of the defending champion Sea-
hawks,	 assured	 troops	 the	 team	understands	 the	 sacriice	
service members are making.

“We want to make sure that you understand that the Sea-
hawks know the work that you’re doing,” he said. “We just 
want to be more like you guys – we herald the work that 
you do and the attitude that you bring. I know that the Su-
per Bowl is really exciting to watch. It’s extremely exciting 
for us, too, but if we could be a little bit more like you guys, 
we have a chance to win this thing.”

Carroll promised his team’s best effort. 
“So enjoy the heck out of it, and we’ll be thinking about 

you, and I hope you guys really enjoy the game,” he said.

Players express appreciation
Several players from both Super Bowl teams also joined 

in expressing their appreciation.
Kam Chancellor, a strong safety for the defending 

champs, offered not only his thanks, but also the gratitude 
of	the	team’s	fans,	who	have	a	moniker	that	relects	their	
contribution to the efforts of the 11 Seahawks who are on 
the	ield	at	any	given	time.

“All the love from the Seahawks, [and] from the [12th 
man],” he said. “Kam Chancellor right here, man, wishing 
you the best.”

K.J. Wright, a Seahawks linebacker, said the team plans 
to “come out there Sunday and put on a good performance 
for you guys. Stay safe out there.”

His teammate, defensive end Cliff Avril, offered a “big” 

shoutout on behalf of the team and said the Seahawks hope 
to put on a show for the troops during the Super Bowl in 
appreciation of everything they do.

Patriots defensive back Devin McCourty also said his 
team hopes to put on a good show and thanked service 
members for everything they do. Matthew Slater, a wide 
receiver and special teams player for the American Foot-
ball Conference champions, shared his gratitude for being 
able to play football for a living.

“Just want to give you guys a big hello,” he said. “And 

[we] appreciate all that you do for us, allowing us the free-
dom to play this great game of football that we love so 
much. You guys are the real heroes; we tip our hats to you. 
God bless you guys, and stay safe over there.”

Vince Wilfork, a Patriots defensive tackle, said U.S. 
troops are the “true patriots.”

“Thank you for everything you guys do for us,” he said. 
“You guys are the true patriots. You are everything we want 
[to be], so thank you for all the service you guys provide 
for us.”

By Army Sgt. 1st Class Tyrone C. Marshall Jr.
Department of Defense News

Super Bowl players to troops: ‘You’re the real heroes’

Members of the Arizona National Guard serve as the color guard during the National Football League’s 
Pro Bowl pregame festivities at University of Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Ariz., Jan. 25. 
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Youth sports registration
Fort Rucker Child, Youth and School Services’ Youth 

Sports and Fitness Program is taking registrations for youth 
baseball, softball and jump roping now through Feb. 28 at 
parent central services in the Soldier Service Center, Bldg. 
5700, Rm. 193. The baseball season runs from March through 
May. The teams will be broken down into the following age 
groups:	Tee	Ball	(co-ed,	ages	5–6),	Machine	Pitch	(co-ed,	
ages	7–8),	Dixie	Minor	(co-ed,	ages	9–10),	Dixie	Youth	(co-
ed,	ages	11–12),	Dixie	Ponytails	Girls	(girls,	ages	9–12),	Di-
xie	Belles	(girls,	ages	13–15).	If	there	are	not	enough	girls	to	
ield	a	Ponytail	team,	players	will	be	put	on	a	baseball	team.	
Costs are $25 for jump roping, ages 7–18; $45 for baseball, 
co-ed, ages 5–12, age control date May 1st of the current 
year; $45 for softball, girls ages 9–15, age control date Dec. 
31 of the previous year. A current sports physical and a valid 
CYSS registration are required for participation. A multiple 
child rate will be determined at registration. Special requests 

for coaches and players cannot be honored. 
For more information, call 255-9638, 255-2257 or 255-

2254. Coaches for the teams are needed. People interested in 
volunteering should call 255-0950. 

Outdoor recreation mentorship
The Fort Rucker Outdoor Mentorship Program is being 

created to foster an environment of good stewardship in all 
areas pertaining to the great outdoors, according to ODR of-
icials.	Mentors	will	be	connected	with	Soldiers	and	civilians	
in and around the installation based on experience levels of 
both the mentor and the novice. Mentors age 18 or older may 
sign	up	in	one	of	the	following	areas:	hunting,	ishing,	camp-
ing, water sports and general outdoor sports.

For more information, call 255-4305.

Big Buck Contest
Outdoor recreation is hosting it Big Buck Contest now 

through Feb. 10 during daylight hours. Entry fee is $25 per 
person and the contest is open to the public. Participants 
must be registered before harvesting their buck and it must 
be harvested on Fort Rucker to qualify for the contest. Fort 
Rucker requires that individuals ages 16 and older have an 
Alabama State Hunting License, a Fort Rucker Post Hunt-
ing Permit and a Hunter Education Card. For more infor-
mation and to register, call 255-4305.

Groundhog Day Quarter Mania
Rucker Lanes will host Quarter Mania bowling Mon-

day. If the groundhog sees his shadow on Groundhog Day, 
Rucker Lanes will have Quarter Mania from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m. If the groundhog doesn’t see his shadow, Quarter 
Mania	will	be	from	5–10	p.m.	(as	usual).	Quarter	Mania	
games are 25 cents per person and shoe rentals are 50 cents 
per person. 

For more information, call 255-9503.

SPORTS Briefs

By Sgt. 1st Class 
Tyrone C. Marshall Jr.
Department of Defense News

Pro Bowl teams thank U.S. troops stationed overseas

Kam Chancellor, a defensive back for the National Football League’s defending champion Seattle Seahawks, talks to members of the media 
during Super Bowl Week in Glendale, Ariz., Monday. 
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JOINT BASE LEWIS-MC-
CHORD, Wash. – “Army Strong” 
means something different to each 
Soldier, and for some who are in-
jured, it can seem like a thing of 
the past.

But thanks to Soldiers like 
Sgt. Latoya Sharp, a physical 
therapy technician at Madigan 
Army Medical Center at Lewis-
McChord, it is not impossible for 
injured Soldiers to regain their 
strength.

Sharp says she loves her job, 
and it shows.

“I am very protective of my 
patients,” she said. “I try to make 
them feel like they are valued and 
they are listened to. I try to make 
them feel like they are part of the 
process.”

Always motivated to help 
patients

Whether it’s getting patients to 
smile while still pushing through 
the pain of a stretch or just giv-
ing that extra word of encourage-
ment, Sharp is always motivated 
to help patients in her clinic.

The England, Arkansas, native 
initially enlisted in the Army as 
a cargo specialist, but during one 
of her deployments, she said, she 
decided it was time for a change 
and wanted to take care of peo-
ple. She decided to reclassify as a 
health care specialist.

Then, one day, she recalled, she 
met a Soldier whose attitude and 
positive outlook on life inspired 

her	to	ind	her	true	passion:	physi-
cal therapy.

“When I was stationed in San 
Antonio, I encountered a wound-
ed warrior. He was an amputee,” 
Sharp said. “His attitude and spirit 
exuded everything I wanted to be 
around all the time. I just wanted 
to be around and see this individ-
ual as he progressed. I just want 
to take care of Soldiers.”

Progress, recovery provide 
validation

Sharp said she helps to reha-
bilitate patients with a multitude 
of different injuries while con-
sistently providing high-quality 
physical therapy care, and that 
she feels validated when she can 
see her patients’ progress and re-
covery.

“Seeing someone going from 
a lot of pain and being barely 
able to move to seeing them fully 
functional is awesome,” she said. 
“When	 they	 inally	 reach	 that	
point the patient has been work-
ing	toward	it	is	very	fulilling.”

Sharp	recalled	the	irst	of	many	
patients she said she’ll never for-
get.

“One patient initially came to 
us in a wheelchair,” she said. “She 
had multiple fractures in both of 
her legs, and by the time she left, 
she was fully walking again. The 
feedback I received from her was 
that she appreciated that I was not 
easy on her.”

Sharp said she never decreased 
the amount of exercise or intensi-
ty for that patient, and that’s what 
helped to motivate her patient to 
succeed. 

To this day, she added, she con-
tinues	 to	be	irm	and	 friendly	 in	
her daily duties to mold and mo-
tivate her patients to achieve their 
recovery goals.

One patient’s story
One of Sharp’s current patients 

is Master Sgt. Marvin Howard, a 
mechanical maintenance supervi-
sor assigned to the Warrior Tran-
sition Battalion. He tore the ante-

rior cruciate ligament in his right 
knee several years ago playing 
basketball and did not have it re-
paired. Over the years, along with 
the onset of arthritis, it got worse 
and led to knee-replacement sur-
gery in November.

“I used to teach cycling class,” 
Howard said. “I never thought I 
would walk again or ride a bike 
again.”

Soon after surgery, Howard 

started working with Sharp. He 
was	 a	 little	 hesitant	 at	 irst,	 he	
said, seeing the exercise equip-
ment such as stationary bicycles, 
treadmills and elliptical machines 
that he would have to use to get 
his knee working correctly.

“I walked in and didn’t know 
what to expect,” he said. “I 
was nervous, because I knew I 
couldn’t, at that time, sit on a 
bike, and ride and pedal it full 
circle.”

On	 Howard’s	 irst	 attempt	 on	
the stationary bike, he said, he 
tried to bend the rules while per-
forming the exercise.

“I did cheat a little, because 
it was painful,” Howard said. “I 
would raise my right hip, and she 
would say, ‘Nope, no, keep that 
hip down.’ And when I was able 
to	 inally	 get	 [the	 pedal]	 all	 the	
way around, she was always right 
there making sure I kept that hip 
down. It was painful to do, but I 
did it, and it was very relieving to 
know that I could do this.”

Howard said Sharp always 
gave words of encouragement and 
challenged him to push through 
his pain to get where he is.

“She worked with me men-
tally and physically to get to that 
point,” he added. “She didn’t let 
me veer off left or right. She said, 
‘Just know that you can do this.’ 
And that’s what I did.”

Howard, who now rides the 
bike with a smile on his face af-
ter just three months of therapy, 
said Sharp has made every visit a 
positive experience and that she 
truly cares for him and her other 
patients.

By Army Staff Sgt. 
Patricia McMurphy
28th Public Affairs Detachment

Compassionate Soldier motivates patients

Sgt. Latonya Sharp, a physical therapy technician at Madigan Army Medical Center on Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., measures the range of motion in the right knee of Master Sgt. 
Marvin Howard, a mechanical maintenance supervisor who had a total knee replacement. 
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WASHINGTON — San An-
tonio Military Medical Center 
oficials	 at	 Joint	 Base	 San	 An-
tonio in Texas encourage people 
to donate to the Armed Services 
Blood Program, because the 
blood	directly	supports	waright-
ers downrange as well as trauma 
and burn patients there and other 
military treatment facilities and 
Veterans Affairs facilities.

“Whether it’s a trauma patient, 
burn patient or one of our patients 
up in the bone marrow transplant 
unit who needs blood, we need 
blood every day,” said Mark Sal-
cedo, a blood donor recruiter and 
public affairs specialist at the 
medical center’s Akeroyd Blood 
Donor Center. “Whether it’s 
here in San Antonio, downrange, 
wherever, we want to make sure 
our patients have what they need 
when they need it. That can only 
happen when we have blood do-
nors. Thank you to the ones who 
come in to make sure our patients 
have what they need, and we in-
vite those who are considering 
donating.”

Burn patients need blood
Master Sgt. Matthew Aaron 

Deller	learned	irsthand	the	ben-
eits	of	blood	donations.	On	Dec.	
8,	 2013,	 he	 was	 starting	 a	 ire	
in	his	ireplace	and	didn’t	know	

there was a gas leak. It exploded, 
causing him to be burned over 77 
percent of his body. He has since 
undergone a total of 14 proce-
dures.

Burn patients may not need 
blood when they are initially 
seen, but may need blood trans-
fusions during the grafting of 
their burn wounds during the 
subsequent surgeries, said Army 
Lt.	 Col.	 (Dr.)	 Wylan	 Peterson,	
deputy director of the U.S. Army 
Institute of Surgical Research 
Burn Center.

“The excision and grafting of 
burn	wounds	causes	a	signiicant	
amount of blood loss,” he ex-
plained. “As a result, the patients 
rely on blood transfusions in or-
der to survive these procedures. 
For example, a patient who suf-
fers from 20 percent total body 
surface area burn injuries may 
lose up to three liters or more of 
blood during surgery.”

Peterson said sometimes a burn 
victim has a rare blood type.

“We have had a few patients 
who have had rare blood types, 
which required our blood bank to 
place citywide requests for blood 
donors,” he said. “These are in-
stances when blood donations 
make a difference.”

A grateful recipient
Deller said he doesn’t know 

how much blood he has re-
ceived, but he knows it was quite 

a bit as he underwent major skin 
graft work. He said if he met the 
people who donated the blood he 
received, he would thank them.

“I	 would	 hug	 them	 irst	 and	
just say thank you,” he said. “I 
know that it saved my life.”

Deller, who has served in the 
Army for 17 years, said when he 
was	a	irst	sergeant,	his	students	
used to ask him about donat-
ing blood and where the blood 
would go.

“Knowing it was going to fel-
low Soldiers was a big deal to 
them,” he said. “I’m a combat 
medic and I’ve been deployed 
a few times. I’ve seen its direct 
effect	on	the	battleield	and	now	
being a recipient, it’s a big deal. 
It’s huge.”

He said if students ask him 
about the program now, “I’m go-
ing to tell them I’m alive because 
of it, and I’m going to stress the 
importance of it even more so, 
because I’m a recipient.”

Deller said he was given a 
negative 12 percent chance of 
living.	When	he	woke	up	the	irst	
time from his coma, he couldn’t 
wiggle his toes, couldn’t breathe 
on his own and couldn’t do any-
thing without the help of a ma-
chine.

“The only thing I had was be-
ing able to cry. That was the only 
thing I had control over, and I 
did,” he said. “After that, I said, 
you know what, I’m going to 

live, and if I’m going to live, I’m 
going to do everything I used to 
do. The rehabilitation staff, the 
Army-trained physicians and 
nurses, and DOD-trained staff, 
it’s amazing what they do on a 
day-to-day basis – with not just 
me, but with everybody else 
who’s been through something 
as traumatic as what I’ve been 
through or even worse. I’m very 
lucky.”

Deller said his family and the 
battle buddies who didn’t make 
it home inspire him in his recov-
ery.

“There’s nothing more inspir-
ing than thinking about my chil-
dren and my friends – those that 
we’ve lost, those I’ve personally 
lost, and that hits home – and 
I’ve just got to stay alive, and 
I’ve	got	to	keep	ighting	to	honor	
their memory and to be there for 
my own children,” he said.

Armed Services Blood 
Program

The ASBP provides quality 
blood products for service mem-
bers, veterans and their families 
in both peace and war. As a joint 
operation among the military 
services, the many components 
work together to collect, process, 
store, distribute and transfuse 
blood worldwide, said Lt. Col. 
Jose Quesada, chief of blood ser-
vices at Brooke Army Medical 
Center.

Each working day, the staff of 
the Akeroyd Blood Donor Center 
at Joint Base San Antonio con-
ducts blood drives to support the 
program. The primary mission of 
the blood donor center is to sup-
port the overseas blood support 
detachments and medical treat-
ment facilities. Additional prod-
ucts support the San Antonio 
Military Medical Center’s day-
to-day requirement for traumas, 
burn patients and surgical cases.

For more than 60 years, the 
Armed Services Blood Program 
has been collecting, processing 
and distributing blood products 
for the military community. It 
operates more than 20 blood do-
nor centers worldwide.

The importance of donors
January is National Blood Do-

nor Month, but the need for do-
nations does not cease at the end 
of the month, because blood is 
perishable. Quesada encourages 
everyone to donate to ASBP.

“Without our blood donors, 
our patients may not go home,” 
he said. “Whether it was blood 
for a patient here at the San An-
tonio Military Medical Center or 
for a combat casualty overseas, 
we need blood donors. We thank 
them for giving a little of them-
selves to ensure our patients have 
what they need when they need 
it. We thank them for their time 
and support to our missions.”

By Shannon Collins
Department of Defense News

Medic learns benefits of blood donations
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